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Welcome to The Racial State 2023 
 
My name is Alana Lentin and I am the Subject Coordinator for The Racial State. I am a Jewish European woman 
who is a settler on Gadigal-Wangal land. You can find out more about my work on race, racism and antiracism 
at my website alana.lentin.net.  

I acknowledge that this Unit is run on unceded lands stolen by colonisation from diverse Aboriginal peoples 
and that these lands always were and always will be Aboriginal lands. 

My overall approach to the subject of race and racism is grounded in a commitment to antiracism and 
decolonisation. As a longtime student of racism and an antiracist activist, I do not believe that there are ’two 
sides’ to a ’debate’ on racism, so in this class we will not be engaging with bad faith ’debates’ of the kind you 
might regularly see in the media. That having been said, there are fruitful discussions about how best to 
approach the struggle against racism, and we will entertain them in their diversity. 

I also do not approach racism as a purely moral issue - of right and wrong - but rather as a political problem 
that requires political solutions. No one is born racist, but we live in a white supremacist, heteropatriarchal 
capitalist society, that socialises us in racism and white supremacy. Racism is deeply embodied in our culture, 
often in ways that become so normalised that they are difficult to see. Gaining crucial tools of ’racial literacy’ - 
how to understand racism and the origins and contemporary functioning of race - helps us to better navigate a 
racist society. I hope this unit can be one tool in the fight to overcome racist domination, exploitation and 
discrimination.  

Topics & Lectures: 

An online lecture given on Monday mornings at 11 am for all three campuses will give an overview of the main 
themes in the debate on each weekly topic. The content is divided into three parts: 

§ Understanding race/seeing racism (weeks 1-5) 
§ Australia - from settlers to strangers (weeks 6 & 7) 
§ Racial states, racist systems (weeks 8-13) 

While covering the theoretical issues, they will also relate them to important contemporary themes and events 
so as to highlight the relevance of each subject to our understanding of current phenomena. Whenever 
possible, video and audio material will be used to underline specific issues. The lecture will be recorded but I 
strongly encourage you to attend online if you can as there will be opportunities to ask questions and seek 
clarification. Students are asked to come prepared by having done the seminar reading and watch/listen to 
associated videos and/or podcasts provided via vUWS before the lecture to gain some familiarity with the 
topic. 
 
Assessments: 

There are four assessments for this unit: 

§ Short answer plan (a plan of your short answer on a choice of questions relating to the learning on 
weeks 1-5) - 10% 

§ Short answer (a 500 word response to a question of your choice from a list relating to the learning on 
weeks 1-5) - 20% 

§ A 1000 word review of the film, Slam (watch at home and and have a discussion with the director in 
class) - 30%  

§ A poster on a topic of your choice from among the subjects covered in the Subject - 40% 
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Resources: 

A range of resources to accompany the Subject will be provided on vUWS and also at 
https://www.alanalentin.net/category/the-racial-state/ 

Tutorials: 

Tutorials centre around the weekly readings and a tutorial activity. Therefore, it is imperative that students 
engage with at least the key reading before the tutorial. These are generally quite short and not overly 
complicated texts.  
 
Given the sensitive and potentially personally affecting subject matter, tutorial discussions will be held in a 
safe and supportive environment and no discriminatory speech will be entertained. 
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Topics, readings, activities and resources week-by-week 
 

Date Semester 
week 

Topic Reading & Resources Activity 

  This week will consist of an 
introduction and overview of the 
course. We will also introduce 
the notion that race is an action 
word; it is a technology of power, 
and neither an identity or a 
biological category. This 'race 
critical' approach to the study of 
race and racism will be our guide 
throughout the Subject. 

General Resources: 
 
Race in Society series on race and Covid-19 in Australia 
https://www.youtube.com/c/raceinsociety 
 
The Other Sociologist 
https://othersociologist.com 
 
Surviving Society podcast: 
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754 
 
Connected Sociologies: 
https://www.connectedsociologies.org/about/ 
 
Millennials are Killing Capitalism podcast: 
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com 
 
The Black Myths Podcast: 
https://blackmyths.libsyn.com 
 
Women on the Line podcast: 
https://player.fm/series/women-on-the-line-2421307 
 
Sivanandan Website 
https://asivanandan.com 
 
The Malcolm Effect Podcast: 
https://kultural.podbean.com 
 
Frontier War Stories Podcast: 
https://boespearim.podbean.com 
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The Koori History Project: 
http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/whoisgf/who_is_he.h
tml 
About Race with Reni Eddo-Lodge: 
https://www.aboutracepodcast.com 
 
Race Matters Podcast: 
https://fbiradio.com/podcast/racematters/ 
 
Indigenous X: 
https://indigenousx.com.au 
 
Hood Communist: 
https://hoodcommunist.org 
 
Black Power media: 
https://www.blackpowermedia.org 
 
The Red Nation: 
https://therednation.org 
 
National Justice Project: 
https://justice.org.au 
 
Curtain the Podcast: 
https://curtainthepodcast.wordpress.com 
 
Presence by Amy McQuire: 
https://amymcquire.substack.com 
 
 

6 March 1 Part I: Understanding 
race/seeing racism 

Introduction: Race and Power 

Essential Reading: 
 
Lentin, A. (2018, November 27). Why racism is so hard 

to define and even harder to understand. The 
Conversation. http://theconversation.com/why-

Conversations about racism bingo 
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racism-is-so-hard-to-define-and-even-harder-to-
understand-106236 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Bargallie, D. (2020).  Chapter 3: Australia the Racial 

State. In Unmasking the racial contract: Indigenous 
voices on racism in the Australian Public Service. 
Aboriginal Studies Press. 

Gilmore, R. W. (2002). Fatal Couplings of Power and 
Difference: Notes on Racism and Geography. The 
Professional Geographer, 54(1), 15–24.  

Hall, S. (1983). Teaching race. Early Child Development 
and Care, 10(4), 259–274 

Fanon, F. (1994). Racism and Culture. In Toward an 
African Revolution. Grove Press. 

Fields, B. J. and K. E. Fields (2023) How Race Is 
Conjured. Jacobin Magazine. 
https://jacobin.com/2015/06/karen-barbara-
fields-racecraft-dolezal-racism/ 

Lentin, A. (2008). Chapter 1: Racism, History and 
Politics. In Racism: A Beginner’s Guide (pp. 1–31). 
Oneworld Publ. 

Lentin, A. (2020). Introduction and Chapter 1: Race 
Beyond Social Construction. In Why Race Still 
Matters. Polity. 

Meghji, A. (2022). Introduction: Critical Race Theory as 
Social Theory. In The racialized social system: 
Critical race theory as social theory. Polity. 

 
Resources: 
 
Not Racism: A Graphic Essay 
 
#59 “What is Race?” – Professor Alana Lentin. The 

Malcolm Effect. 
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https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/59-what-
is-race-professor-alana-
lentin/id1532417345?i=1000558200714 

 
What Is Race? w/ Khadijah Diskin 

- #BAMEOnline Scholar. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6GhizyPUbY 

 
13 
March 

2 Race, racialisation and 
experience 
 
So if race is a 'technology of 
power for the management of 
human difference', and not 
something that is natural, how 
does it become attached to 
people's identity? We will discuss 
the processes of racialisation 
through the work of two key 
thinkers: Stuart Hall and Frantz 
Fanon. 

Essential Reading: 
 
Lentin, A. (2008). ‘Chapter 2: The Experience of racism’ 

Racism: A beginner’s guide. Oneworld Publ. 
 
Additional readings: 
 
Du Bois, W. E. B. D. (1897, August 1). Strivings of the 

Negro People. The Atlantic. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1
897/08/strivings-of-the-negro-people/305446/  

Goldberg, D.T. (2000). Racial Knowledge. In Theories of 
Race and Racism: A Reader, Les Back and John 
Solomos (eds.). London: Routledge, 2000: pp. 154-
180. 

Hall, S. (2017). Race—The Sliding Signifier. In The 
Fateful Triangle: Race, Ethnicity, Nation (pp. 31–
79). Harvard University Press. 

Hall, S. (1997) Extract from The Work of 
Representation. In S. Hall (ed.) Representation. 
London: Sage. 

Fanon, F. (1968). The Fact of Blackness. In Black Skin, 
White Masks. Pluto Press. 

Murji, K. and J. Solomos (2005) Introduction. In 
Racialization: studies in theory and practice. 
Oxford: Oxford UP. Pp” 1-28. 

Black Skin, White Masks 
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Shafi, A., & Nagdee, I. (2022). Race, racism and 
racialisation. In Race to the Bottom (pp. 7–22). 
Pluto Press. 

 
Resources: 
 
Frantz Fanon, The Black Past 

https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-
history/fanon-frantz-1925-1961/ 

 
How Does it Feel to Be a Problem? 
 

20 
March 

3 Whiteness, white possession and 
white supremacy 
 
This week will examine the role 
of race in upholding white 
supremacy on both a national 
and a global scale. We will look 
at whiteness as a form of 
possession and/or property. We 
will think about how whiteness 
works as an institution of power. 
We will ask how white advantage 
works in everyday situations, but 
question the concept of white 
privilege. We will examine the 
concepts of ’White Ignorance’ 
and ’White Innocence’ and 
’White Fragility’. We will examine 
the upsurge of white supremacist 
movements in Australia and 
elsewhere and consider how they 
are attached to more everyday 
forms of whiteness. Finally, we 
will ask whether or not it is 

Essential Readings: 
 
Baird, R. P. (2021, April 20). The invention of 

whiteness: The long history of a dangerous idea. 
The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2021/apr/20
/the-invention-of-whiteness-long-history-
dangerous-idea 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Diskin, K. (n.d.). The Limitations of Privilege Politics. 

JMB Consulting. Retrieved 15 February 2023, from 
https://www.jmb-consulting.co.uk/scholar-
essays/the-limitations-of-privilege-politics 

Dyer, R. (2017). Chapter 1: The Matter of Whiteness. 
In White (20th anniversary edition). Routledge. 

Mills, C. W. (2007). White Ignorance. In S. Sullivan & N. 
Tuana (Eds.), Race and Epistemologies of 
Ignorance. State University of New York Press. 

of Ignorance. Albany: State University of New York 
Press. 

Moreton-Robinson, A. (2015). Introduction: White 
Possession and Indigenous Sovereignty Matters,’. 

 
Concepts for discussing whiteness 
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possible or desirable to dismantle 
and/or leave whiteness. What 
would refusing the benefits 
accrued through whiteness mean 
in a practical sense? 
 

In The White Possessive: Property, Power, and 
Indigenous Sovereignty. University of Minnesota 
Press. 

Ngo, H. (2020, June 24). On white privilege, white 
priority and white upremacy. Overland Literary 
Journal. https://overland.org.au/2020/06/on-
white-privilege-white-priority-and-white-
supremacy/ 

Roediger, D. (1991) PART I Introducing the White 
Worker. In The Wages of Whiteness Race and the 
Making of the American Working Class. London: 
Verso 

Whittaker, A. (2020, March 16). So White. So What. 
Meanjin. https://meanjin.com.au/essays/so-
white-so-what/ 

 
Resources: 
 
The Limitations of Privilege Politics w/ Khadijah Diskin 

- #BAMEOnline Scholar 
 
 

27 
March 

4 Race, Gender and Sexuality 
 
There has been much academic 
debate over the relationship 
between race and gender as 
factors in social, political and 
economic inequality and 
oppression. Firstly, we will 
examine how gender is 
constructed in relation to race 
historically by examining how 
enslaved African women and 
Indigenous women have been 
positioned in relation to idealised 

Essential reading: 
 
Hill Collins, P. (2009). Mammies, Matriarchs and Other 

Controlling Images. In, Black feminist thought: 
Knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of 
empowerment (2nd ed.). Routledge. 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Abu Lughod, L. (2006). The Muslim woman | Eurozine. 

Eurozine. https://www.eurozine.com/the-muslim-
woman/ 

Controlling Images 
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white womanhood. Using the 
work of pioneering Black 
Communist Claudia Jones, we will 
look at how her ideas of triple 
oppression is a precursor to the 
well-known idea of 
intersectionality. We will then 
pay attention to the link between 
gender and colonialism via the 
work of Argentinian decolonial 
feminist, Maria Lugones. Finally, 
we will look at how queer people 
of colour critique has troubled 
the idea of binary gender and 
how this relates to race and 
racism. 

Davis, A. Y., & James, J. (1998). Reflections on the Role 
of the Black Woman’s Role in the Community of 
Slaves. In The Angela Y. Davis Reader. Blackwell. 

Fredericks, B. (2010). Reempowering Ourselves: 
Australian Aboriginal Women. Signs: Journal of 
Women in Culture and Society, 35(3), 546–550. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/648511 

Hill Collins, P., & Bilge, S. (2015). What Is 
Intersectionality? In Intersectionality. London: 
Wiley. 

hooks,  bell. (2000). Racism and Feminism. In L. Back & 
J. Solomos (Eds.), Theories of Race and Racism: A 
Reader (pp. 373–388). Routledge. 

Liddle, C. (2014, June 25). Intersectionality and 
Indigenous Feminism: An Aboriginal Woman’s 
Perspective—The Postcolonialist. The 
Postcolonialist. http://postcolonialist.com/civil-
discourse/intersectionality-indigenous-feminism-
aboriginal-womans-perspective/ 

Lugones, M. (2010). Toward a Decolonial 
Feminism. Hypatia, 25(4), 742–759.  

Moreton-Robinson, A. (2020). 20th Anniversary 
Preface. In Talkin’ Up to the White Woman: 
Indigenous Women and Feminism (20th 
anniversary edition). University of Queensland 
Press. 

Olufemi, L. (2019). Chapter 1: Know Your History. In 
Feminism Interrupted: Disrupting power. Pluto 
Press. 

The Combahee River Collective Statement (1977) 
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-
history/combahee-river-collective-statement-1977 

Willis, R. (2022, January 31). The Cry to Be Included. 
The Cut. https://www.thecut.com/2022/01/black-
trans-lives-matter-movement.html 
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Resources: 
 
Blackfeminisms.com 
 
First Nations Women Look to the Future | All About 
Women 2022 
  

3 April 5 Recap 
 
Due to the complexity of the 
issues dealt with in weeks 1-4, 
this week will provide students 
the opportunity to re-cap these 
topics and ask questions/receive 
answers on unclear issues. This 
will also help you plan for your 
short answer assessment. 
 

Read over your lecture notes from weeks 1-4. Catch 
up on any missed reading. 

Short answer plan in class 

10 April 6 Part II: Australia - from 
settlers to strangers 
 
Part II focuses on the Australian 
context and examines the 
evolution of racial formation in 
Australia from invasion, 
Aboriginal dispossession, and the 
establishment of colonial rule, 
through to the multicultural 
society of today and the 
persistence of racial inequality. 
 
Whose country? Race and the 
Colonial Experience 
 
This week we shall examine the 
relationship between racism and 
colonialism and look at the 

Essential Reading: 
 
Moreton-Robinson, A. (n.d.). “Our story is in the land”: 

Why the Indigenous sense of belonging unsettles 
white Australia—ABC Religion & Ethics. Retrieved 
8 February 2023, from 
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/our-story-is-in-
the-land-indigenous-sense-of-belonging/11159992 

Watson, Irene. ‘Why Celebrate on the Day That Marks 
Crimes of Colonialism and Genocide? - Irene 
Watson’. IndigenousX, 24 January 2018. 
https://indigenousx.com.au/irene-watson-why-
celebrate-on-the-day-that-marks-crimes-of-
colonialism-and-genocide/. 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Behrendt, L. (2009). Home: The Importance of Place to 

the Dispossessed. South Atlantic Quarterly, 108(1), 

Invasion Day exercise 
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construction of colonial rule in 
Australia, paying attention to 
how it is dually built upon the 
dispossession of the Aboriginal 
inhabitants of the land and on 
the experience of immigrant 
loss. We shall pay attention to 
how ideas of race and nation are 
closely intertwined and how race 
is used to legitimise colonial 
appropriation. We shall pay 
particular attention to the 
notion of terra nullius and 
examine debates about the 
teaching of the so-called ’black 
armband’ approach to teaching 
about Australia’s colonial past. 
 
 
 
 

71–85. https://doi.org/10.1215/00382876-2008-
023 

Jakubowski, V. (2023, February 2). We’re Taking Back 
Our Land and Future, Says Black Peoples Union’s 
Kieran Stewart-Assheton. Sydney Criminal 
Lawyers. 
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/
were-taking-back-our-land-and-future-says-black-
peoples-unions-kieran-stewart-assheton/ 

Foley, G., & Anderson, T. (2006). Land rights and 
Aboriginal voices. Australian Journal of Human 
Rights, 12(1), 83–108. 

Moreton-Robinson, Aileen. (2009). White possession: 
The legacy of Cook’s choice. In R. Summo-
O’Connell (Ed.), Imagined Australia: Reflections 
around the reciprocal constructions of identity 
between Australia and Europe. Peter Lang. 

Moreton-Robinson, A. (2015). Introduction: White 
Possession and Indigenous Sovereignty Matters,’. 
In The White Possessive: Property, Power, and 
Indigenous Sovereignty. University of Minnesota 
Press. 

Pearson, L. (2016, March 29). White Australia still has 
a Black History. IndigenousX. 
https://indigenousx.com.au/white-australia-still-
has-a-black-history/ 

Tuck, E., & Yang, K. W. (2012). Decolonization is not a 
metaphor. Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education 
& Society, 1(1), 1–40. 

Veracini, L. (2007). Historylessness: Australia as a 
settler colonial collective. Postcolonial Studies, 
10(3), 271–285.  

Wolfe, P. (2016). Chapter 1: Whole and In-part: The 
racialization of Indigenous People in Australia. In 
Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race. 
Verso. 
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Wolfe, P. (2006). Settler colonialism and the 
elimination of the native. Journal of Genocide 
Research, 8(4), 387–409.  

 
Resources: 
 
The Koori History Website 
 

17 April 7 Mobility and change 
 
Australia is often referred to as a 
society of immigrants and, since 
the 1970s, as a multicultural 
society. We shall look at the 
evolution from ‘White Australia’ 
to modern multiculturalism, and 
beyond, at how opposition to 
multiculturalism and diversity has 
been weaponised by the far-right. 
We shall also look at the 
problematic relationship 
between multiculturalism and 
Aboriginal claims for recognition. 
This shall lead us to question 
what forms race take today in a 
rapidly changing Australia. In 
particular, how does the 
immigration system, with its 
emphasis on ‘skilled migration’, 
contribute to writing a particular 
version of the national story and 
citizenship, one that arguably is 
still ‘raced’. 

Essential reading: 
 
Pearson, Luke. ‘Australia Is Not a Multicultural Country 

- Luke Pearson’. IndigenousX, 21 July 2018. 
https://indigenousx.com.au/australia-is-not-
multicultural/. 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Luke Pearson (2021) The truth about Harmony Day. 

IndigenousX. https://indigenousx.com.au/the-
truth-about-harmony-day/ 

Poynting, S., & Mason, V. (2008). The New 
Integrationism, the State and Islamophobia: 
Retreat from multiculturalism in Australia. 
International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice, 
36(4), 230–246. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijlcj.2008.08.001 

Goldberg, D.T (2004) The space of multiculturalism. 
OpenDemocracy 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/article_2097
jsp/ 

Horne, G. (2007). Towards a White Australia. In The 
White Pacific: U.S. Imperialism and Black Slavery in 
the South Seas after the Civil War. University of 
Hawaii Press. 

Povinelli, E. A. (1998). The State of Shame: Australian 
Multiculturalism and the Crisis of Indigenous 

Short answer due 
 
Assimilation dress-ups 
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Citizenship. Critical Inquiry, 24(2), 575–610. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/448886 

Poynting, S. (2006). What caused the Cronulla riot? 
Race & Class, 48(1), 85–92. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/030639680604800116 

Sengul, K. (2020, June 22). Pauline Hanson built a 
political career on white victimhood and brought 
far-right rhetoric to the mainstream. The 
Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/pauline-hanson-built-
a-political-career-on-white-victimhood-and-
brought-far-right-rhetoric-to-the-mainstream-
134661 

 
Resources: 
 
The White Australia Policy 
 
 

25 April 
(break) 

8    

1  May 9 Islamophobia 
 
In the shadow of the ‘war 
on terror’ that defined the early 
21st century, Muslims appear to 
have become the acceptable 
face of racism. Myths and 
factoids about Islam and Muslims 
travel to define what Morgan and 
Poynting call ’global 
Islamophobia’ 
expressed through hijab and 
burka bans, debates about 
fundamentalism and 
segregation, and the notion of 

Essential reading: 
 
Morsi, Y. (2014) Coercing Confessions: Islamophobia 

and the Demand for Muslim Loyalty. ABC Religion 
& Ethics. 
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/coercing-
confessions-islamophobia-and-the-demand-for-
muslim-loya/10098960 

Morsi, Y. (2017a). Chapter 5  (The “Fabulous” Mask of) 
Waleed Aly. In Radical Skin, Moderate Masks: De-
radicalising the Muslim and Racism in Post-racial 
Societies. Rowman & Littlefield International. 

Matthews, I. (2019) Love in the Time of Terror: Slam at 
Sydney Film Festival – Partho Sen-Gupta. 
https://sen-gupta.net/slam-critic-sff/ 

Film review preparation 
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Islamification posed as a threat 
to ‘civilised’ societies. 
 
The racialised connection drawn 
between being Muslim and 
posing a threat to society will be 
looked at through an Australian 
feature film, Slam. The film looks 
at what happens to a Palestinian 
family from western Sydney 
when their daughter, a slam poet 
disappears. It overturns the 
dominant narrative that Muslims 
are to be suspected, and turns 
the focus onto state racism. 
 
A review of the film will be the 
subject of your third assessment 
and director, Partho Sen-Gupta 
will join us to speak about the 
film.  

 
Additional readings: 
 
Kundnani, Arun. (2015). An Ideal Enemy. In The 

Muslims are Coming. Verso. 
Mondon, A., & Winter, A. (2017). Articulations of 

Islamophobia: From the extreme to the 
mainstream? Ethnic and Racial Studies, 40(13), 
2151–2179. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2017.1312008 

S. Sayyid. (2014). A Measure of Islamophobia. 
Islamophobia Studies Journal, 2(1). 
https://doi.org/10.13169/islastudj.2.1.0010 

Tufail, W., & Poynting, S. (2013). A Common 
‘Outlawness’: Criminalisation of Muslim Minorities 
in the UK and Australia. International Journal for 
Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 2(3), 43–54. 
https://doi.org/10.5204/ijcjsd.v2i3.125 

 
Resources: 
 
Radical Skin, Moderate Masks discussion 
 
Writing film analysis 
 
Candy Royalle 
 

8 May 10 Part III - focuses on key ways in 
which social processes are 
racialised and how 
racialised groups and individuals 
become targets of racism within 
the racial state. 
 
Institutional and systemic racism 
Institutional and systemic racism 

Essential Reading: 
 
Bargallie, D. (2020). Chapter 7 Racism at work: Every 

day and in every way. In Unmasking the racial 
contract: Indigenous voices on racism in the 
Australian Public Service (pp. 176–222). Aboriginal 
Studies Press. 

 
Additional readings: 

Institutional racism scenarios 
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Racism is perpetuated in 
institutions. Often it is difficult to 
discern racism because it is not 
overt, and may not be 
immediately obvious in individual 
behaviour. Nevertheless, 
outcomes for school students, 
patients, employees and those 
who have 
dealing with the police and the 
judiciary are often affected by 
cultures of racism within 
institutions. Racialised people are 
judged against white middle class 
people who have not 
experienced the same challenges. 
Efforts to oppose institutional 
racism have often focused on 
'unconscious bias' but have not 
tackled the underlying systemic 
racism that may determine 
outcomes. This week sets up the 
framework for the discussion of 
specific systems in the following 
weeks. 

 
Barta, T. (2008). Sorry, and not sorry, in Australia: How 

the apology to the stolen generations buried a 
history of genocide. Journal of Genocide Research, 
10(2), 201–214. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623520802065438 

Barter, A., & Eggington, D. (2017). Institutional racism, 
the importance of section 18C and the tragic death 
of Miss Dhu. Indigenous Law Bulletin, 8(28), 8–11. 

Bonilla-Silva, E. (2021). What Makes Systemic Racism 
Systemic ? Sociological Inquiry, 91(3), 513–533. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/soin.12420 

Bourne, J. (2019). Unravelling the concept of 
unconscious bias. Race & Class, 60(4), 70–75. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306396819828608 

Bringing them Home Report (1997) Australian Human 
Rights Commission. 
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-
them-home-report-1997 

Bulley, D., & Edkins, J. (2019). After Grenfell. Pluto 
Press. 

Carmichael, Stokely., & Hamilton, C. V. (1969). Black 
power. By S. Carmichael and C.V. Hamilton. 
Penguin Books; /z-wcorg/. 

Dufty-Jone, R., & Rogers, D. (2015). Housing in 21st-
Century Australia  People, Practices and Policies. 
Routledge.  

Feagin, J. R. (2006). Systemic racism: A theory of 
oppression. Routledge. 

Meghji, A. (2022). The racialized social system: Critical 
race theory as social theory. Polity. 

Murji, K. (2017). Chapter 6: The End(s) of Institutional 
racism. In Racialization: Studies in theory and 
practice. Policy Press. 

Moreton-Robinson, A. (2015). Chapter 7: Leesa’s 
Story: White Possession in the Workplace. In The 
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White Possessive: Property, Power, and Indigenous 
Sovereignty. University of Minnesota Press. 

Perche, D. (2017, June 25). Ten years on, it’s time we 
learned the lessons from the failed Northern 
Territory Intervention. The Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/ten-years-on-its-time-
we-learned-the-lessons-from-the-failed-northern-
territory-intervention-79198 

 
Resources: 
 
Race in Society 
 
After the Apology 
 
NTER: Suspension of the Racial Discrimination Act 
 
Myth – The system is broken. Yannick Marshall 
 
 

15 May 11 Policing the Crisis 
 
The title of this week’s session 
is taken from the famous study 
of ’mugging’ by Stuart Hall et 
al. in the 1970s in which the 
authors note the racialised 
nature of the crime of mugging 
and the instigation of a public 
’moral panic’ in the association 
of young black men and violent 
street crime. Taking this as a 
starting point, we shall look at 
the way in which racialised 
people have been seen as having 
a natural propensity to crime 

Essential Reading: 
 
McQuire, A. (2019). White justice, black suffering—

Griffith Review. 
https://www.griffithreview.com/articles/white-
justice-black-suffering/ 

 
Additional Readings: 
 
Anthony, T., & Davis, V. N. (2023, January 25). Alcohol 

bans and law and order responses to crime in Alice 
Springs haven’t worked in the past, and won’t 
work now. The Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/alcohol-bans-and-
law-and-order-responses-to-crime-in-alice-

 
6-word story 
 
Film review due 
 
Poster preparation 
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and deviance that justifies the 
use of ’special measures’ against 
them. 
 

springs-havent-worked-in-the-past-and-wont-
work-now-198427 

Birch, P., Kennedy, M., & Kruger, E. (Eds.). (2021). 
Australian policing: Critical issues in 21st century 
police practice. Routledge. 

 
Dodson, P., Thorpe, L., Rule, L., McGlade, H., & 

Anthony, T. (2021, March 30). ‘This festering 
crisis’: Aboriginal people have the solutions to 
ending deaths in custody. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/20
21/mar/31/this-festering-crisis-aboriginal-people-
have-the-solutions-to-ending-deaths-in-custody 

Gilmore, R. W., & Gilmore, C. (2008). Restating the 
Obvious. In Toscano, A. and B. Bhandar (Eds.) 
Abolition Geography. London: Verso: 259-287. 

Gilroy, P. (1987). Chapter 3: Lesser breeds without the 
law. In 'There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack’: The 
cultural politics of race and nation. Unwin Hyman. 

Hall, S., Critcher, C., Jefferson, T., Clarke, J., & Roberts, 
B. (2019). The Social History of a ‘Moral Panic’. In 
Policing the crisis: Mugging, the state and law and 
order (2nd edition, 35th anniversary edition, pp. 
3–18). Macmillan International Higher Education. 
Routledge. 

Kelley, R. D. G., Camp, J. T., & Heatherton, C. (2016). 
Thug Nation: On State Violence and Disposability. 
In Policing the Planet: Why the policing crisis led to 
Black Lives Matter. Verso. 

McQuire, A. (2022, October 24). The Act of 
Disappearing. Meanjin. 
https://meanjin.com.au/essays/the-act-of-
disappearing/ 

Porter, A., & Cubillo, E. (2021, April 20). Not criminals 
or passive victims: Media need to reframe their 
representation of Aboriginal deaths in custody. 
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The Conversation. 
http://theconversation.com/not-criminals-or-
passive-victims-media-need-to-reframe-their-
representation-of-aboriginal-deaths-in-custody-
158561 

Porter, A., & Cuneen, C. (2021). Policing settler 
colonial societies. In P. Birch, M. Kennedy, & E. 
Kruger (Eds.), Australian policing: Critical issues in 
21st century police practice. Routledge. 

Ransby, B. (2018). Making All Black Lives Matter: 
Reimagining Freedom in the Twenty-First Century 
(1st ed.). University of California Press. 

 
Resources: 
 
Mapping Police Violence 
 
Deaths in Inside 
 
Racialised policing Melbourne 
 
 

22 May 12 Abolitionist visions 
 
Since the killing of George Floyd 
at the hands of Minnesota 
police officer Derek Chauvin in 
2020, attention has turned to 
the question of police and prison 
abolition. Once a no-go subject, 
it has now become acceptable 
to speak about solutions from 
defunding the police to outright 
abolition. While many of these 
conversations have started in 
the US, they have global 

Essential Reading: 
 
Day, A. S., & McBean, S. O. (2022b). Thesis 3. Race is at 

the heart of policing; without race policing can’t 
function. Dismantling the police means 
dismantling race. In Abolition Revolution. Pluto 
Press. 

Lean, T., Kilroy, D., Brooks, A., & Lorange, A. (2021). 
Abolition is a Verb – Infrastructural Inequalities. 
https://infrastructuralinequalities.net/issue-
2/abolition-is-a-verb/ 

 
Additional Reading: 
 

 
Imagining Abolition 
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resonance including in Australia. 
This week we will look at 
resistance to the 
over-incarceration of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people 
which has led to the deaths of 
over 440 people in custody since 
the Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal deaths in custody in 
1991. We will also look at the 
detention regime that locks up 
asylum seekers, often for life. 
We will explore the movements 
emerging in Australia and 
elsewhere to start the 
conversation about abolition. 

Davis, A. Y., & Rodriguez, D. (n.d.). ‘The Challenge of 
Prison Abolition: A Conversation’ A dialog 
between Angela Y. Davis and Dylan Rodriguez. 
Social Justice : A Journal of Crime, Conflict and 
World Order, 27(3), 212- 

 
Day, A. S., & McBean, S. O. (2022a). Abolition 

Revolution. Pluto Press. 
Kaba, M. (n.d.). Not A Cardboard Cutout: Cyntoia 

Brown and the Framing of a Victim. The Appeal. 
https://theappeal.org/not-a-cardboard-cut-out-
cyntoia-brown-and-the-framing-of-a-victim-
aa61f80f9cbb/ 

Kaba, M. (2021) ‘Hope is a Discipline: an interview 
with Kim Wilson and Brian Sonenstein’, We Do 
This Till We Free Us. New York: Haymarket Books; 
pp. 26-29. 

Kilroy, D. Imagining abolition. (n.d.). Griffith Review. 
https://www.griffithreview.com/articles/imaginin
g-abolition-sisters-inside-debbie-kilroy/ 

Lean, T. (2021) ‘Why I am an Abolitionist’ Overland 8 
June 2021. https://overland.org.au/2021/06/why-
i-am-an-abolitionist/ 

McKinnon, C. (2023, February 7). Victoria police back 
down, is this a case for defunding? 
https://overland.org.au/2023/02/victoria-police-
back-down-is-this-a-case-for-defunding/ 

McMenamin, L. (2022, June 15). Ruth Wilson Gilmore 
Talks Abolition Geography and Liberation | Teen 
Vogue. Ten Vogue. 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/ruth-wilson-
gilmore-qa 

Olufemi, L.  (2019) ‘Chapter 8: The Answer to Sexual 
Violence is Not More Prisons’, Feminism, 
Interrupted Disrupting Power. London: Pluto 
Press. 
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Oxley, R. (2020, September 17). Defunding the police 
and abolishing prisons in Australia are not radical 
ideas. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/20
20/sep/17/defunding-the-police-and-abolishing-
prisons-in-australia-are-not-a-radical-ideas 

 
Resources: 
 
Abolitionist Futures  
 
Ruth Wilson Gilmore on Abolition (podcast)  
 
Mariame Kaba (US based abolition activist)  
 
Sisters Inside – End Toxic Prisons 
 

29 May 13 Race, digital technology and 
social media 
 
Increasingly, digital technology 
and social media are becoming 
important for changing 
understandings of race and 
racism. AI, Algorithms, interfaces, 
and the design of platforms and 
websites, such as dating apps or 
face recognition software 
generate racial information of 
various kinds. Cyber-racism is 
becoming more and more of a 
danger with the far right using 
the internet to target people of 
colour and antiracist activists. 
Social media and technology are 
also becoming important sites 

Essential Reading: 
 
Noble, S. U. (2018). Introduction: The Power of 

Algorithms. In Algorithms of oppression: How 
search engines reinforce racism. New York 
University Press. 

 
Additional readings: 
 
Carlson, B., & Frazer, R. (2021). 3. Anger, Hope, and 

Love: The Affective Economies of Indigenous 
Social Media Activism. In B. Carlson & J. Berglund 
(Eds.), Indigenous Peoples Rise Up (pp. 48–64). 
Rutgers University Press.  

Carlson, B., & Kennedy, T. (2021). Us Mob Online: The 
Perils of Identifying as Indigenous on Social Media. 
Genealogy, 5(2), 52. 

 
Coded Bias activity 
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for antiracist resistance. We will 
examine these developments and 
consider what impact digital 
technology and social media 
have on our daily lives as the 
divide between the ’virtual’ and 
the ’real’ is all but non-existent. 

Daniels, J. (2009). Cyber racism: White supremacy 
online and the new attack on civil rights. Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers. 

Daniels, J. (2013). Race and racism in Internet Studies: 
A review and critique. New Media & Society, 15(5), 
695–719.  

Daniels, J. (2015). “My Brain Database Doesn’t See 
Skin Color”: Color-Blind Racism in the Technology 
Industry and in Theorizing the Web. American 
Behavioral Scientist, 59(11), 1377–1393.  

McQuillan, D. (2023) We come to bury ChatGPT, not 
to praise it. Danmcquillan.org 

McQuillan, D. (2022) Resisting AI: An Anti-fascist 
Approach to Artificial Intelligence. Bristol: Bristol 
University Press. 

Nakamura, L., & Chow-White, P. A. (2012). 
Introduction: Race and digital technology: Code, 
the color line and the information societies. In 
Race After the Internet. Routledge. 

Noble, S. U. (2014). Teaching Trayvon: Race, Media, 
and the Politics of Spectacle. The Black Scholar, 
44(1), 12–29.  

Sharma, S. (2013). Black Twitter? Racial Hashtags, 
Networks and Contagion. New Formations, 78(78), 
46–64. 

Wendling, M. (2018). Alt-Right: From 4chan to the 
White House. London: Pluto Press. 

 
Resources 
 
Algorithmic Justice League 
 
Far right online – gamers (video) 
 
Cyberracism – The Conversation 
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Racism in a Digital Age 
 
 
 

5 June 14 Conclusion   Posters due 
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Assessments 
 
Assessment 1: Short answer plan 
 
This answer will be completed in tutorials in Week 5. 
 
Step 1: By Week 4, choose one of the questions listed under Assessment 2.  
 
Step 2: Before Week 5 tutorial, revise the lecture notes and select the readings you have decided to use to 
answer your question. 
 
Step 3:Read the Short Answer (assessment 2) marking criteria 
 
Step 4: In class, use the template to create your Short Answer Plan. 
 

Question title  
Grade 

Point 1  

/10 

Point 2  

Example 
suggestion 

 

References  

 
Step 5: 
 
Using the  marking criteria below, self-assess your plan.  Write/Type your mark on the template  (full 
instructions will be given in class).  If you miss class, alternative arrangements will be made. 
 
Self assessment: 
 
Give yourself a mark out of ten based on the following in the form of dot points.  
 
1. Provides 2 relevant and accurate points about the chosen question.  
 
2. Suggests an example to be used to illustrate your answer (this does not have to be the example you actually 
use in the Short Answer but it should be relevant) 
 
3. Lists at least two references to be used in writing your answer. 
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Assessment 2: Short answer 
 
Using at least two references from the essential or additional reading lists from Week 1-4, answer one of the 
following questions: 
 

1. How is race related to power? Give one example to illustrate your explanation. 
2. Is race best explained as a natural or a social/political phenomenon? Explain your reasoning using one 

example. 
3. Explain the concept of racialisation? Give one example to illustrate your explanation. 
4. What does Fanon mean by ‘crushing objecthood’? Give one example to illustrate your explanation. 
5. How does Stuart Hall explain race as a ‘floating signifier’? Give one example to illustrate your 

explanation 
6. How does Angela Davis explain the relationship between race, gender and class? Give one example to 

illustrate your explanation 
7. Explain one of Patricia Hill Collins’ ‘controlling images’. Give one example of how this functions today. 
8. What did Claudia Jones mean by ‘triple oppression’? Give one example of how this functions today. 

 
Short Answer Submission: TurnItIn 
 
Deadline: 19/4/2023 at 11.59pm 
 
Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12.  
 
Word limit: 500 words (this  is indicative so no need to worry about being a little over.  
 
Referencing: No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list: 
https://www.zotero.org 
 
Marking: The assessment is worth 20% of the overall grade for the Subject. Refer to the marking rubric below. 
Each assessment criterion on the rubric below is worth 5 points. 
 
Grades and feedback: You will receive your marks 2 weeks after the submission deadline. 
 
  



Marking Criteria:
Criteria High Distinction Distinction Credit Pass Unsatisfactory

Clearly answers the 
question
Max 5 points

Answers the 
question precisely, 
without deviating 
from the topic and 
adding insight.

Answers the 
question well, 
without deviating 
from the topic and 
adding insight.

Answers the 
question quite well, 
without deviating 
from the topic and 
adding insight.

Does not answer 
the question fully 
and/or deviates 
somewhat from the 
topic.

Does not answer 
the question and/or 
deviates from the 
topic.

Makes use of at 
least two references
Max 5 points

The references used 
are entirely 
appropriate for the 
statement being 
made. Quotations 
are referenced 
properly and/or 
paraphrasing used 
correctly. This 
means citing the 
name of the author, 
date and page 
number in brackets. 
A full and accurate 
reference list is 
provided. Citations 
add to and enrich 
your answer.

The references used 
are almost entirely 
appropriate for the 
statement being 
made. Quotations 
are referenced 
properly and/or 
paraphrasing used 
correctly. This 
means citing the 
name of the author, 
date and page 
number in brackets. 
A full and accurate 
reference list is 
provided. Citations 
add to and enrich 
your answer.

The references used 
are appropriate for 
the statement being 
made but some 
errors remain. 
Quotations are 
referenced properly 
and/or 
paraphrasing used 
correctly in most 
cases. This means 
citing the name of 
the author, date 
and page number in 
brackets. A 
reference list is 
provided nut some 
errors remain (i.e. 
not alphabetised, 
page numbers 
missing...).

The references used 
are not completely 
appropriate for the 
statement being 
made. Quotations 
are not always 
referenced properly 
and/or 
paraphrasing is not 
always used 
correctly. This 
means that you 
have not cited the 
name of the author, 
date and page 
number in brackets 
consistently. A 
reference list is 
provided but 
contains errors (i.e. 
not alphabetised, 
page numbers 
missing...).

The references used 
are not appropriate 
for the statement 
being made. 
Quotations are not 
referenced properly 
and/or 
paraphrasing is not 
used correctly. This 
means that you 
have not cited the 
name of the author, 
date and page 
number in brackets 
consistently. The 
reference is either 
absent or contains 
several errors (i.e. 
not alphabetised, 
page numbers 
missing...).

Gives a clear and 
relevant example
Max 5 points

The example is 
highly appropriate 
for the answer and 
is balanced with the 
explanation you are 
being asked to give. 
It enriches the 
answer, bringing it 
to life.

The example is 
appropriate for the 
answer and is 
balanced with the 
explanation you are 
being asked to give. 
It helps illustrate 
the answer.

The example is 
somewhat 
appropriate for the 
answer and is 
balanced with the 
explanation you are 
being asked to give. 
It partially helps 
illustrate the 
answer.

The example is not 
fully appropriate for 
the answer and/or 
is not balanced with 
the explanation you 
are being asked to 
give. It does not 
fully help illustrate 
the answer.

The example is not 
appropriate for the 
answer and/or is 
not balanced with 
the explanation you 
are being asked to 
give. It does not 
help illustrate the 
answer.

Contains a clear 
structure, including 
an introductory 
thesis statement, a 
body in which 
appropriate 
references are cited 
and examples given, 
and a conclusion 
which sums up the 
main points made.
Max 5 points

Your short answer 
is impeccably 
structured, meaning 
it is easy to follow 
because it is well 
introduced, you use 
signposting to 
signal to the reader 
what you will be 
arguing, and you 
craft a conclusion 
which draws the 
threads together.

Your short answer 
is very well 
structured, meaning 
it is easy to follow 
because it is well 
introduced, you use 
signposting to 
signal to the reader 
what you will be 
arguing, and you 
craft a conclusion 
which draws the 
threads together.

Your short answer 
is well structured, 
meaning it is quite 
easy to follow 
because it has an 
introduction, you 
attempt to use 
signposting to 
signal to the reader 
what you will be 
arguing, and you 
attempt to provide 
a conclusion which 
draws the threads 
together.

Your short answer 
does not have an 
entirely clear 
structure, meaning 
it is not very easy 
to follow because it 
does not have a 
clear introduction, 
you have not used 
sufficient 
signposting to 
signal to the reader 
what you will be 
arguing, and your 
conclusion does not 
completely draw the 
threads together.

Your short answer 
does not have a 
clear structure, 
meaning it is hard 
to follow because it 
does not have an 
introduction, you 
have not used 
signposting to 
signal to the reader 
what you will be 
arguing, and you do 
not provide a 
conclusion or your 
conclusion is 
incomplete.

15
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Assessment 3 – Film Review  
 
Watch the feature film 'Slam’ by Partho Sen-Gupta (2018) (available vis vUWS to watch online) 
 
NB. We will be discussing this film during the Week 9 tutorials, so make sure to watch the film beforehand). 
Read at least the essential readings for Week 9. 
 
Answer questions 1, 2 and 3 and one out of questions 4, 5 or 6. 
 
1. Discuss the film's main plot lines. We will discuss this in Week 9's tutorials but you may have other ideas.  (5 
points) 
 
2. The film describes the pressure on Muslim people to assimilate into Australian society. Describe two ways in 
which this pressure is portrayed in the film (5 points) 
  
3. Using the article, ‘Coercing Confessions’ by Yassir Morsi and/or the reading ‘Internal Enemies’ by Arun 
Kundnani, discuss how the film portrays the pressure on Muslim people to confess to ‘terrorism’ (10 points) 
 
4. Critically analyse  how whiteness is depicted in the film? (10 points) 
What  
5. Critically analyse the police’s role in creating mistrust of Muslims portrayed in the film? (10 points) 
 
6. Critically analyse the role of the media in creating an atmosphere of Islamophobia as portrayed in the film? 
(10 points) 
 
Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12.  
 
Referencing: No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list: 
(https://www.scribbr.com/apa-citation-generator/) 
 
 
Film Review Submission: TurnItIn 
 
Deadline: 17/5/2023 at 11.59pm 
 
Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12.  
 
Word limit: 1000 words (this is indicative so no need to worry about being a little over).  
 
Referencing: No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list: 
https://www.zotero.org 
 
Marking: The assessment is worth 30% of the overall grade for the Subject. Refer to the marking rubric below.  
 
Grades and feedback: You will receive your marks 2 weeks after the submission deadline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marking Criteria:
Criteria High Distinction Distinction Credit Pass Unsatisfactory

Discuss the film’s 
main plot lines. We 
will discuss this in 
Week 9’s tutorials 
but you may have 
other ideas. (5 
points)

Provides an 
in-depth and rich
account of the 
film’s main plot
lines and includes 
some original
observations

Provides an 
in-depth and rich
account of the 
film’s main plot
lines

Provides a good 
account of the 
film’s main plot 
lines

Provides a partial 
account of the 
film’s main plot 
lines

Provides an 
insufficient account 
of the film’s main 
plot lines

The film describes 
the pressure on 
Muslim people to 
assimilate into 
Australian society. 
Describe two ways 
in which this 
pressure is 
portrayed in the 
film (5 points)

Provides an 
in-depth and rich
account of two 
ways in which the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to assimilate 
is portrayed in the 
film and includes 
some original
observations

Provides an 
in-depth and rich
account of two 
ways in which the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to assimilate 
is portrayed in the 
film

Provides a good 
account of two 
ways in which the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to assimilate 
is portrayed in the 
film

Provides a partial 
account of two 
ways in which the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to assimilate 
is portrayed in the 
film

Provides an 
insufficient account 
of two ways in 
which the pressure 
on Muslim people 
to assimilate is 
portrayed in the 
film

Using the article, 
’Coercing 
Confessions’ by 
Yassir Morsi and/or 
the reading 
’Internal Enemies’ 
by Arun Kundnani, 
discuss how the 
film portrays the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to confess to 
’terrorism’ (10 
points)

Makes sophisticated 
use of Morsi and 
Kundnani’s texts 
and additional 
literature to discuss 
how the film 
portrays the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to confess to 
’terrorism’

Makes excellent use 
of either Morsi or 
Kundnani’s texts 
and/or both/other 
literature to discuss 
how the film 
portrays the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to confess to 
’terrorism’

Makes good use of 
texts in the reading 
list to discuss how 
the film portrays 
the pressure on 
Muslim people to 
confess to 
’terrorism’

Makes partial use of 
texts in the reading 
list to discuss how 
the film portrays 
the pressure on 
Muslim people to 
confess to 
’terrorism’

Makes insufficient 
or no use of texts in 
the reading list to 
discuss how the 
film portrays the 
pressure on Muslim 
people to confess to 
’terrorism’

Choice of questions 
4, 5, or 6 (10 
points)

Engages in a 
sophisticated 
critical analysis of 
the chosen question 
by weaving original 
observations, 
examples and key 
texts to construct 
the answer.

Engages in a very 
good critical 
analysis of the 
chosen question by 
making use of 
original 
observations, 
examples and key 
texts to construct 
the answer.

Engages in a good 
critical analysis of 
the chosen question 
by attempting to 
make use of original 
observations, 
examples and key 
texts to construct 
the answer.

Engages in a partial 
critical analysis of 
the chosen question 
and makes only 
partial use of 
original 
observations, 
examples and key 
texts to construct 
the answer.

Engages in an 
insufficient critical 
analysis of the 
chosen question 
and makes little to 
no use of original 
observations, 
examples and key 
texts to construct 
the answer.

17
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Assessment 4 – Poster 
 
Each student must prepare a poster on a topic related to an aspect of the Unit. The topic of the poster should 
be agreed upon with the tutor by Week 10.  
 
The poster should be created using an online free software such as Canva.  
 
Use the template below as a guide. Include each section as outlined on the template, but you do not have to 
copy the same design. 
 
 
The poster must combine text and visuals (photographs, pictures, graphs, charts, tables, etc.) in order to 
highlight the topic chosen. The poster should combine strong graphic representation with text to give context 
for the images selected. But text should be legible and should not take up more space than the visuals. 
 
A reference list should be included using at least 5 references. 
  
Guide to creating your poster: 
  
Step 1 
Choose a topic from any of those covered by the Subject, and have it approved by showing it to the tutor in 
class. 
 
Step 2 
Research your topic as you would an essay, journal, etc. 
 
Step 3 
Write a plan according to the sections on the poster template. 
 
Step 4 
Make sure you read the advice in the websites posted on vUWS suggested on how to create a good poster 
(e.g. don’t use light fonts on light background, don’t use too much text, or use too small fonts, make sure your 
main observations are clear and easily identifiable). 
 
Poster Submission: TurnItIn 
 
Deadline: 9/6/2023 at 11.59pm 
 
Word limit: 500 words (this is indicative).  
 
Referencing: Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list: https://www.zotero.org  
 
Picture referencing: Include a list of the images you have used including their source (i.e. URL). A guide to 
referencing images is here: https://www.scribbr.com/apa-examples/image/ 
 
Marking: The assessment is worth 40% of the overall grade for the Subject. Refer to the marking rubric below.  
 
Grades and feedback: You will receive your marks 2 weeks after the submission deadline. 
 
  



 



Marking Criteria:
Criteria High Distinction Distinction Credit Pass Unsatisfactory

Introduction Expertly and 
succinctly sets out 
the topic and key 
questions to be 
covered

Succinctly sets out 
the topic and key 
questions to be 
covered

Adequately sets out 
the topic and key 
questions to be 
covered

Partially sets out 
the topic and key 
questions to be 
covered

Does not 
sufficiently set out 
the topic and key 
questions to be 
covered

Argument Gives a 
sophisticated 
overview of the 
argument being put 
forward in the 
poster by 
summarising it in a 
clear and engaging 
manner

Gives a good 
overview of the 
argument being put 
forward in the 
poster by 
summarising it in a 
clear and engaging 
manner

Gives a good 
overview of the 
argument being put 
forward in the 
poster by 
summarising it in a 
clear manner

Gives a partial 
overview of the 
argument being put 
forward in the 
poster by 
summarising it, but 
could be improved 
for clarity

Gives an insufficient 
overview of the 
argument being put 
forward in the 
poster

Works cited Demonstrates how 
the works cited 
have been put to 
use in the poster in 
a clear and 
engaging manner, 
showing how these 
works are relevant 
to the chosen topic 
and showing an 
excellent 
understanding of 
their content

Demonstrates how 
the works cited 
have been put to 
use in the poster in 
a clear manner, 
showing how these 
works are relevant 
to the chosen topic 
and showing a good 
understanding of 
their content

Demonstrates how 
the works cited 
have been put to 
use in the poster in 
a clear manner and 
showing an 
understanding of 
their content

Partially 
demonstrates how 
the works cited 
have been put to 
use in the poster 
and showing a 
partial 
understanding of 
their content

Insufficiently 
demonstrates how 
the works cited 
have been put to 
use in the poster

Analysis Makes sophisticated 
use of relevant and 
attractive im-
ages/graphs/table 
along with text to 
effectively support 
your argument in 
an engaging and 
concise manner

Makes very good 
use of relevant and 
attractive im-
ages/graphs/table 
along with text to 
effectively support 
your argument in 
an engaging and 
concise manner

Makes good use of 
images/graphs/ta-
ble along with text 
to effectively 
support your 
argument in an 
engaging and 
concise manner

Makes partial use of 
images/graphs/ta-
ble along with text 
to support your 
argument

Makes insufficient 
use of im-
ages/graphs/table 
along with text to 
support your 
argument

Conclusion Conclude your 
poster by effectively 
sharing 2-3 
concluding 
statements and 
linking them back 
to your core 
argument in a clear 
and engaging 
manner, provoking 
the viewer to think 
about further 
questions we may 
have.

Conclude your 
poster by effectively 
sharing 2-3 
concluding 
statements and 
linking them back 
to your core 
argument.

Conclude your 
poster by effectively 
sharing 2-3 
concluding 
statements and 
attempting to link 
them back to your 
core argument.

Conclude your 
poster by sharing 
some concluding 
statements and 
partially linking 
them back to your 
core argument.

Provides an 
insufficient 
conclusion that 
does not link back 
to the main 
argument.

Referencing A full and accurate 
reference list is 
provided for both 
text and images.

An almost entirely 
accurate reference 
list is provided for 
both text and 
images.

A reference list is 
provided for text 
and images with 
some errors 
remaining.

A reference list is 
provided for text 
and/or images with 
errors remaining.

No reference list or 
a very partial list is 
provided for text or 
images.
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