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Welcome to Power, Politics & Resistance! 
 
This course is led by me, Alana Lentin, at Western Sydney University. You can find out more 
about me at my website. This open syllabus has been adapted for general use. Please feel 
free to share it. To get in touch please email Mail@alanalentin.net. 
 
Introduction 
 
I acknowledge that this Subject is run on unceded lands stolen by colonisation from diverse 
Aboriginal peoples and that these lands always were and always will be Aboriginal lands. 
 
We live in an unequal world created by the histories of colonialism, the state, and 
oppressive regimes of gender, race, sexuality. This subject introduces students to a set of 
theories and strategies for exploring modern power structures and how ordinary people can 
resist them. 
 
Each week builds on the last to build up a picture of power and resistance. 
 
Key questions include: 

• What are the sources of power? 
• Why does everything cost money (hint, it's called capitalism)? 
• What do we mean by the 'coloniality of power'? 
• Why do people in different areas of the globe have different access to healthcare 

and what does it mean in the age of Covid-19? 
• How are gender and sexuality linked to power? 
• What is the purpose of prisons? 
• What is the effect of conspiracy theories on the rise of the far-right in Australia and 

worldwide? 
 
Resistance movements we will be exploring include: 

• The Black Power movement 
• Indigenous resistance movements 
• Anti-Poverty movements 
• Black and intersectional feminisms 
• Queer Palestinian resistance  
• Abolitionist movements 

 
I hope you will enjoy learning about the many ways that power operates in our societies and 
how (extra)ordinary people have risen up to resist oppression. I believe we have so much to 
learn from those who have gone before us, as well as the inspiring movements that exist all 
around us. Mainstream media and education do not do much to inform us about these, so 
this is an opportunity to look at the world from its underside, from the point of view of 
those who have been marginalised and exploited and to think, with them, about how the 
world could look differently. 
 
I hope to have included a range of resources from as many different places as possible, but I 
also want to make it as relevant to our context as possible. So, we will be thinking about the 

http://www.alana.lentin.net/
mailto:Mail@alanalentin.net
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transnational links between our lived realities and those of other people around the world, 
appreciating how we are all connected in one way or another. However I accept that there 
will be many topics and examples that I have been unable to include, because the subject is 
too vast and my knowledge is finite. 
 
Please remember that study is an ongoing practice throughout our lives. We don’t study just 
to pass, but to learn what we need to in order to survive and thrive in the world. I hope this 
Subject energises you and makes you want to know more! 
 
Content: 
The Subject will combine substantive issues and ’perspectives’. The perspective is similar to 
a case study that zooms into the specific topic under discussion. Sometimes we will be 
joined by guests, who will either appear ’live’ on Zoom, or will have done recorded 
interviews with me. 
 
Lectures: 
While covering the theoretical issues, lectures will also relate them to important 
contemporary themes and events so as to highlight the relevance of each subject to our 
understanding of current phenomena. Whenever possible, video and audio material will be 
used to underline specific issues. Links to lecture recordings will be available at this link 
weekly (March 7 – June 6, 2022). 
 
Tutorials: 
Downloadable tutorial activities will also be made available over the course of the semester. 
 
Assessments: 
Assessments are included at the end of this document. 
 

+++ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alanalentin.net/category/politics-power-and-resistance/
https://www.alanalentin.net/category/politics-power-and-resistance/
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Learning Modules: 
 
There are 12 weeks of content excluding a concluding week. Please find a guide to each 
topic along with readings and additional resources. At the end there is also a list of general 
resources. 
 
Module 1: Introduction: ‘All Power to the People’ 
 

 
 
The aim of this first session is to introduce the general aims of the Unit, and to answer any 
queries you may have. We will go through each week and discuss expectations around 
reading, preparation and assessments. We will also have an initial discussion about the main 
topics that this subject is concerned with. We will break down the concepts of politics, 
power and resistance via the history of the Black Panther Party, a revolutionary Black radical 
organisation launched in Oakland California in the USA and which influenced Black and 
Indigenous movements around the world, including the Aboriginal Black Power movement. 
One of its leaders, Huey P. Newton observed that 'Because we lack political power, Black 
people are not free.' Although Black people had gained the right to vote after the Civil Rights 
movement in the USA in 1965 (and Aboriginal people in Australia in 1967), this did not 
amount to having power within the system. Today, although some individual Black and 
Indigenous people may have political and economic power (think Barak Obama or - in the 
cultural sphere - Kanye West or Beyonce), this does not mean that the majority of Black 
people have power, or can even access it. 
 
Using this example opens the door to thinking about who has power and who lacks it; what 
are the possible limitations of our democratic system; and what the link is between power 
and freedom. 
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Essential Reading: 
 
Huey Newton (1969) ‘Functional Definition of Politics’, The Black Panther, January 17, 1969.  
 
‘The Black Panthers 10 Point Programme’, 15 October 1966.  
 
Additional readings: 
 
George Jackson (1972) ‘Letter to a Comrade, March 28 1971’, Blood in My Eye. Stronghold. 
 
Asad Haider (2018) 'Black Atlantis’ Viewpoint Magazine, 5 March 2018. 
 
Resources: 
 
Agnes Varda, Black Panthers (MUBI, free 7-day subscription available) 
 
 
Module 2: Why Everything Costs Money (I stole this from Olúfẹmi O. Táíwò) 
 

 
We live in a capitalist society, a capitalist world. It is therefore hard to get a grasp of how 
power operates without thinking about the question of who has control over 'the means of 
production', as Karl Marx put it, or in other words why some people own capital and others 
(the majority of us) have to work for them in order to survive. The basic reason why 
everything costs money is because capitalism is organised around the profit motive. And 
because the idea that 'you don't get something for nothing' has become a guiding principle, 
we all tend to agree, or at least we have no choice in the matter. But we might well ask why 
basic human needs like housing, food, and healthcare should cost money. It might be an 
obvious question but there are historical reasons for why this is the case that we need to 
understand if we want a better insight into power and inequality, or why some people have 
a lot of stuff, and some people have nothing, both here at home and in global terms 
(between rich and poor regions of the world).  
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We will look at some key concepts used to analyse how capitalism works, the link between 
capitalism and colonialism, and what is meant by 'racial capitalism'. This week's topic feeds 
directly into Weeks 3 & 4, but will also be useful when we think about poverty and austerity 
in Weeks 6 & 7.  
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Hadas Their (2021) ‘Chapter 1: The Birth of Capital’, A People’s Guide to Capitalism:  An 
Introduction to Marxist Economics. New York: Haymarket Books. 
 
‘Capitalism: An Introduction’, Libcom. 
 
Additional Reading: 
 
Carolyn D’Cruz (2020) ‘Capitalism’ in Democracy in Difference: Debating key of gender, 
sexuality, race and identity. La Trobe. 
 
Cryan, Dan, and Sharron Shatil. Introducing Capitalism : A Graphic Guide, Icon Books, 
2009. ProQuest Ebook Central. 
 
David Harvey (2006) ‘Neoliberalism as Creative Destruction’, Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science 610: 22-44. 
 
Arun Kundnani (2020) ‘What is Racial Capitalism?’ 
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
Olúfẹmi O. Táíwò, ‘Why Everything Costs Money’  
 
John Holmwood, ‘Marx: Colonialism, Class and Capitalism’ 
 
Prole.info (2010) Abolish Restaurants: A Worker's Critique of the Food Service Industry. PM 
Press. 
 
Alana on Racial Capitalism 
 
Videos: 

 Watch Video 
The Great Money Trick (Excerpt from “The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists”) [audio] 
Duration: 8:39 
User: n/a - Added: 22/10/20 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpzD8WjsBWE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11m5FrZiLWVYES-Z7-EiKlFiIaT4cDv4J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11m5FrZiLWVYES-Z7-EiKlFiIaT4cDv4J/view?usp=sharing
https://libcom.org/library/capitalism-introduction
https://library.latrobe.edu.au/ebureau/ebook.html#democracyindifference
https://library.latrobe.edu.au/ebureau/ebook.html#democracyindifference
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=4946693
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=4946693
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ZO9LoK3r-jUk3cZTK4563SBDVR3q0at/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ZO9LoK3r-jUk3cZTK4563SBDVR3q0at/view?usp=sharing
https://www.kundnani.org/what-is-racial-capitalism/
http://www.whyeverythingcostsmoney.com/part-12.html
https://www.connectedsociologies.org/curriculum/modern-social-theory/marx-colonialism-class-capitalism/
https://libcom.org/files/abolish-restaurants.pdf
https://libcom.org/files/abolish-restaurants.pdf
https://www.alanalentin.net/2021/11/02/introduction-to-racial-capitalism/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpzD8WjsBWE
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 Watch Video 
Geographies of Racial Capitalism with Ruth Wilson Gilmore – An Antipode Foundation film 
Duration: 16:19 
User: n/a - Added: 1/06/20 
 
Podcasts: 
‘Labour Pains’, a podcast about Karl Marx’s thought, You Kant Say that 
An Introduction to Political  Economy with Bikrum Gill - The Malcolm Effect 
Racial Capitalism - Women on the Line 
 
 
Module 3: The Coloniality of Power 
 
To understand the imbalance of power between the richer countries of the Global North 
(including Australia, although we are geographically in the South) and those of the Global 
South - otherwise known as the 'majority world' - we need to understand something that 
has been referred to as 'the coloniality of power', or simply 'coloniality'. This term was 
introduced by the Peruvian thinker Anibal Quijano and is also used by many other Latin 
American thinkers and activists. Coloniality is the basis and justification for the exploitation 
of the world and its resources by European systems of domination. It acts as the foundation 
for colonialism/imperialism, capitalism, nationalism and modernity. Coloniality begins in the 
15th century with the invasion of the Americas by the Spanish and Portugese. The systems it 
put in place continue to drive power imbalances on a global scale. Colonial thinking is 
inseparable from racial thinking. It is the reason why we think that western knowledges are 
superior to the knowledges of peoples from the majority of the world including Indigenous 
peoples, even though often they had developed sciences, philosophies and art well before 
Europeans did. 
 
In recent years, another term - decoloniality - introduced by these thinkers has become 
popular further afield, for example by students who are campaigning to decolonise the 
curriculum. Decolonising does not mean getting rid of western thoughts systems. It means 
rethinking how we think about the world, from a perspective that decentres the west, and 
thinks about how we would see things from the points of view of those who have 
traditionally been marginalised and ignored. However, Eve Tuck and Wayne Yang have 
warned that 'decolonisation is not a metaphor'. For Indigenous peoples, to decolonise must 
be material. It is not enough to think differently but also to act differently, for example to 
redress the injustices of colonisation and give land back to Indigenous peoples from whom 
land was stolen.  
 
To explore this topic, we will be thinking about how to tell the history of these lands 
differently, from the bottom-up, centering Indigenous knowledges rather than the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CS627aKrJI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CS627aKrJI
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/labour-pains/id1473195848?i=1000449418878
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/50-an-introduction-to-political-economy-dr-bikrum-gill/id1532417345?i=1000539657505
https://www.alanalentin.net/2021/12/21/women-on-the-line-on-racial-capitalism/
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dominant stories of the Australian nation-state, as they are taught in school and celebrate 
through national rituals.  
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Anibal Quijano and Michael Ennis. (2000). Coloniality of Power, Eurocentrism, and Latin 
America. Nepantla: Views from South 1(3), 533-580.  
 
Gurminder Bhambra (2014), ‘Chapter 6. Postcolonial and Decolonial 
Reconstructions’, Connected Sociologies. Bloomsbury Academic. 
 
Nathan Sentance (2019) ‘Disrupting the Colonial Archive, Sydney Review of Books, 18 
September 2019.  
 
Academia: Evelyn Corr’s double life as an Indigenous academic’, Honi Soit, April 30 2016. 
 
Additional readings: 
 
Grosfoguel, R. (2013). The structure of knowledge in westernized universities: Epistemic 
Racism/Sexism and the four Genocides/Epistemicides of the long 16th century. Human 
Architecture : Journal of the Sociology of Self - Knowledge, 11(1), 73-90. 
 
Frantz Fanon (1964) 'Decolonisation and Independence', Towards the African 
Revolution. New York: Grove Press.   
 
Eve Tuck and K. Wayne Yang (2012) ‘ Decolonization is not a metaphor’, Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society Vol. 1, No. 1, 2012, pp. 1-40 
 
Maria Lugones (2010) ‘Towards a Decolonial Feminism’, Hypatia vol. 25, no. 4 
 
Amilcar Cabral (1973) Return to the Source. New York: Monthly Review 
 
Walter Rodney (1973) How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Bogle-L'Ouverture Publications, 
London and Tanzanian Publishing House, Dar-Es-Salaam 
 
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o (1986) Decolonising the Mind: the Politics of Language in African 
Literature (Heinemann Educational)  
 
Césaire, Aimé., Aime. Cesaire, Kelley, Robin D. G, and EBSCOhost. Discourse on Colonialism. 
New York: Monthly Review, 2000.  
 
Further reading folder 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12POEa9JLLLjF7ZeeOnMpiqfD2g6wuw6J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12POEa9JLLLjF7ZeeOnMpiqfD2g6wuw6J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12POEa9JLLLjF7ZeeOnMpiqfD2g6wuw6J/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/connected-sociologies/ch6-postcolonial-and-decolonial-reconstructions
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/connected-sociologies/ch6-postcolonial-and-decolonial-reconstructions
https://sydneyreviewofbooks.com/review/natalie-harkin-archival-poetics/
https://sydneyreviewofbooks.com/review/natalie-harkin-archival-poetics/
http://honisoit.com/2016/04/decolonising-%EF%BF%BCacademia/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12K2zCAN4dulBgsrQCXdIyW2H26xTV5y0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12K2zCAN4dulBgsrQCXdIyW2H26xTV5y0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12K2zCAN4dulBgsrQCXdIyW2H26xTV5y0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HOyTod42nsVO69ymnqMFqvzbuqSlvj9D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HOyTod42nsVO69ymnqMFqvzbuqSlvj9D/view?usp=sharing
https://clas.osu.edu/sites/clas.osu.edu/files/Tuck%20and%20Yang%202012%20Decolonization%20is%20not%20a%20metaphor.pdf
https://clas.osu.edu/sites/clas.osu.edu/files/Tuck%20and%20Yang%202012%20Decolonization%20is%20not%20a%20metaphor.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/135f4BVkO4KekMyfJyK86px-Of0OIoY4r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/149D7pifjDEgH4AmzAi7LqakSP_Fd_6gH/view?usp=sharing
https://abahlali.org/files/3295358-walter-rodney.pdf
https://abahlali.org/files/3295358-walter-rodney.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C5%A9g%C4%A9_wa_Thiong%27o
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C5%A9g%C4%A9_wa_Thiong%27o
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=f8cd6188-50e7-437e-ab97-d7dcaa262d18%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#AN=529624&db=nlebk
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=f8cd6188-50e7-437e-ab97-d7dcaa262d18%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#AN=529624&db=nlebk
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11T2x9pwsCgVqqeCldx9VGhIdyz8GSIAe?usp=sharing
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Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
The Unsettled Exhibition at the Australian Museum 
 
Connected Sociologies 
 
Coloniality, decoloniality and the legacies of imperialism 
 
Definitions: 
 
‘Decoloniality,’ Global Social Theory 
 
Coloniality of Gender 
 
Articles about the Australian history curriculum: 
 
Georgina Arnott (2021) ‘Lachlan Macquarie was a slave owner and he wasn't the only one. 
It's time to update the history books’, ABC, 15 December 2021. 
 
 Lucas Walsh (2021) ‘Teaching a ‘hatred’ of Australia? No, minister, here’s why a democracy 
has critical curriculum content’, The Conversation, 14 September 2021.   
 
Podcasts: 
 
An Introduction to Decolonial Theory with Jairo I. Funez, The Malcolm Effect podcast 
 
Race Matters Podcast Episode 13: ‘The Archival Decolonist with Nathan Sentance’  
 
Frontier War Stories podcast 
 
Videos: 
 

 Watch Video 
Thinking coloniality of power | Liliana Conlisk Gallegos | TEDxCSUSB 
Duration: 16:05 
User: n/a - Added: 25/06/21 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erZ2pqPOKBk
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled-uncovering-our-nations-hidden-history/
https://www.connectedsociologies.org/about/
https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/decolonising-education-from-theory-to-practice/0/steps/190003#:%7E:text=Coloniality%20is%20another%20way%20to,by%20European%20systems%20of%20domination.
https://globalsocialtheory.org/topics/decoloniality/
https://globalsocialtheory.org/topics/coloniality-of-gender/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-15/lachlan-macquarie-was-slave-owner-time-to-update-history-books/100573218?utm_source=abc_news_web&fbclid=IwAR3HeCSz-SMnhJzGQ9pfV8NzajXcRAg4LxRq1d5DDrlV4W_3wKmWprMy_KQ
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-12-15/lachlan-macquarie-was-slave-owner-time-to-update-history-books/100573218?utm_source=abc_news_web&fbclid=IwAR3HeCSz-SMnhJzGQ9pfV8NzajXcRAg4LxRq1d5DDrlV4W_3wKmWprMy_KQ
https://theconversation.com/teaching-a-hatred-of-australia-no-minister-heres-why-a-democracy-has-critical-curriculum-content-167697
https://theconversation.com/teaching-a-hatred-of-australia-no-minister-heres-why-a-democracy-has-critical-curriculum-content-167697
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/an-introduction-to-decolonial-theory-dr-jairo-i-f%C3%BAnez/id1532417345?i=1000551535504
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/episode-13-the-archival-decolonist-with-nathan-sentance/id1450235402?i=1000445916128
https://boespearim.podbean.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erZ2pqPOKBk
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 Watch Video 
Africa, Africa! Episode 1: Coloniality and Modernity 
Duration: 15:04 
User: n/a - Added: 24/07/21 
 

 Watch Video 
Gender identity: ‘How colonialism killed my culture’s gender fluidity’ - BBC World Service 
Duration: 6:31 
User: n/a - Added: 31/07/20 
 

 Watch Video 
 
The Deep | History, Walter Rodney and the Underdevelopment of Africa 
Duration: 13:51 
User: n/a - Added: 3/11/20 
 

 Watch Video 
Walter Rodney: Speech to the Working People's Alliance, Guyana, 1980 (aired on KPFA) 
Duration: 27:12 
User: n/a - Added: 22/03/2 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26YkKDgz0yQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqEgsHGiK-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnOydQustG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XCQso4w5Ks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26YkKDgz0yQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqEgsHGiK-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnOydQustG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XCQso4w5Ks
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   Watch Video 
Amilcar Cabral and the Liberation Struggle 
Duration: 88:12 
User: n/a - Added: 14/08/20 

 
Module 4: Global health Inequities (perspective) 
 

 
 
Building on Weeks 2 and 3 which looked at capitalism and coloniality, this week - our first 
'perspective session - we look at the large disparities in access to healthcare both around 
the world and within countries like Australia. Using Covid-19 as our main example, we will 
look at the political, social and economic reasons for why people from marginalised 
communities, such as Indigenous peoples and other negatively racialised groups, have been 
worse affected by Covid. What are the structural reasons for vaccine apartheid - the huge 
difference in access to vaccines across the world (hint: both coloniality and capitalism help 
explain this!). 
 
We will be joined by a guest, Chris Lemoh to help us untangle these questions.  
Chris Lemoh is an infectious diseases and general physician, currently Head of General 
Internal Medicine at Western Health. He has a strong interest in the relationship between 
social inequities and health. Chris is current President of the Victorian African Health Action 
Network, a group which works to strengthen the African Australian community responses 
HIV, chronic viral hepatitis and challenges related to sexual and reproductive health. His 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL-mJYIitOQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL-mJYIitOQ


Power, Politics & Resistance 2022 
Alana Lentin  

11 

other main interest is martial arts, particularly capoeira, jujitsu and kali (although he would 
like some day to return to aikido). 
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Harman S, Erfani P, Goronga T, et al Global vaccine equity demands reparative justice — not 
charity BMJ Global Health 2021;6 
 
 M.I. Asma, (2021) ‘Chapter 18: Migrant Labour and the Pandemic’, On Necrocapitalism: A 
Plague Journal. Montreal: Kersplebedeb.  
 
Additional Reading: 
 
Ruth de Souza, ‘Lessons on exclusion from past pandemics’, 3 January 2022. 
 
Gary Younge (2021) 'What Covid taught us about racism – and what we need to do 
now', The Guardian, 16 December 2021.  
 
Daniel Reeders (2021) ‘We ought’ve known’, 25 September 2021. 
 
Lederman, Zohar, Ghada Majadli, and Shmuel Lederman. "Responsibility and Vaccine 
Nationalism in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict." Developing World Bioethics (2022): 
Developing World Bioethics, 2022-01-18. 
 
Chris Frank (2021) 'ACT UP, Fight Back: A History of AIDS in America' Cosmonautmag, 30 
October 2021.  
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
The People's Vaccine 
 
The Covid Tracking Project 
 
Podcasts: 
 
"Capitalism Generates Death Worlds" - On Necrocapitalism with Alyson Escalante, J. 
Moufawad Paul, and Devin Zane Shaw, Millennials are Killing Capitalism, 23 December 2021. 
 
 "ACT UP, Fight Back" Charlie Frank on AIDS, Resistance, Health and Monopoly 
Capitalism”, Millennials are Killing Capitalism, 10 February 2022.  
 
People’s Vaccine, Women on the Line, radio 3CR 
 
New Pandemics, Old Politics, Alex De Waal, Politics, Theory, Other  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/129BUXPuEGHqXErSSX3S-7Qs8r8-xJXOt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/129BUXPuEGHqXErSSX3S-7Qs8r8-xJXOt/view?usp=sharing
https://necrocapitalism.wordpress.com/2020/08/21/chapter-eighteen/
https://necrocapitalism.wordpress.com/2020/08/21/chapter-eighteen/
http://www.ruthdesouza.com/2022/01/03/lessons-on-exclusion-from-past-pandemics/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/dec/16/systemic-racism-covid-gary-younge
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/dec/16/systemic-racism-covid-gary-younge
https://badblood.blog/we-oughtve-known/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/138Lmr9aoQaEax3hvfBjoqzYZvEp9wxEI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/138Lmr9aoQaEax3hvfBjoqzYZvEp9wxEI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/138Lmr9aoQaEax3hvfBjoqzYZvEp9wxEI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12EzdrXxslyS-H4lCdTXfsRtRgc7Ry0wY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12EzdrXxslyS-H4lCdTXfsRtRgc7Ry0wY/view?usp=sharing
https://peoplesvaccine.org/
https://covidtracking.com/
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/capitalism-generates-death-worlds-on-necrocapitalism-with-alyson-escalante-j-moufawad-paul-and-devin-zane-shaw
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/capitalism-generates-death-worlds-on-necrocapitalism-with-alyson-escalante-j-moufawad-paul-and-devin-zane-shaw
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/act-up-fight-back-aids-resistance-health-and-monopoly-capitalism
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/act-up-fight-back-aids-resistance-health-and-monopoly-capitalism
https://www.3cr.org.au/earthmatters/episode-202103211100/vaccine-apartheid-people-profit
https://soundcloud.com/poltheoryother/new-pandemics-old-politics-w-alex-de-waal?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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Videos: 
 

 Watch Video 
Lockdown, Healthcare and Racist Ableism 
Duration: 40:16 
User: n/a - Added: 26/09/20 
 

 Watch Video 
The Economics and social costs of COVID-19 
Duration: 36:53 
User: n/a - Added: 6/11/20 
 

 Watch Video 
Indigenous sovereignty and responses to COVID-19 
Duration: 57:26 
User: n/a - Added: 31/08/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPF2paTN0XA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1souZjxp9Gg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o76f9BNEkvk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPF2paTN0XA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1souZjxp9Gg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o76f9BNEkvk
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Module 5: Indigenous resistance (perspective) 
 

 
 
Our second 'perspective' session looks at how Indigenous peoples in Australia have resisted, 
and continue to resist, colonial power. 2022 is the 50th anniversary of the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy which started on January 26 1972 and was a major outcome of the Aboriginal Black 
Power movement. Using this as a case study, this week we will explore key concepts in 
Indigenous resistance movements such as sovereignty and land rights. How can we think 
about the Indigenous resistance movement in a transnational context, as part of a global 
movement of Indigenous peoples against colonialism and for racial justice? 
 
Essential Readings: 
 
Gary Foley (2013) ‘A Reflection on the First Thirty Days of the Aboriginal tent Embassy’, 
Foley, G, Schaap, A & Howell, E 2013, The Aboriginal Tent Embassy. Sovereignty, Black 
Power, Land Rights and the State. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis. 
 
Alyssa L. Trometter (2021) ‘Chapter 4: The Rise of Aboriginal Black Power’, Aboriginal Black 
Power and the Rise of the Australian Black Panther Party, 1967-1972. Springer. 
 
Additional Readings: 
 
Kathy Lothian (2005) “Seizing the Time: Australian Aborigines and the influence of the Black 
Panther Party, 1969–1972,” Journal of Black Studies 35, No. 4: 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11nNc0RtxUUTzELVmNZD0J4xgeiUlK9Jc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11nNc0RtxUUTzELVmNZD0J4xgeiUlK9Jc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11nNc0RtxUUTzELVmNZD0J4xgeiUlK9Jc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qgHYBxRVyDvYtAVnHcRrOn75D4EGegL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qgHYBxRVyDvYtAVnHcRrOn75D4EGegL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11nxSfq6fXmRpSKVttVBLSdfaFc1cJ1ht/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11nxSfq6fXmRpSKVttVBLSdfaFc1cJ1ht/view?usp=sharing
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 Jon Piccini (2013) ‘Chapter 6: Wider Horizons: Indigenous Australians Abroad and the Limits 
of Global Activism’, Transnational Protest, Australia and the 1960s. London: Palgrave. 
 
Amy Gunia (2020) ‘Australia’s Aboriginal People Find New Energy in Their Fight for Justice as 
an Officer Faces Trial for Murder’ Time Magazine, 2 November 2020 
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy, National Museum of Australia, Digital Classroom  
 
Timeline of Indigenous Resistance, Koori Web  
 
Western Sydney University Black Lives Matter Pledge 
 
Podcasts: 
 
50 Years of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy, Radio 3CR 
 
Videos: 
Ningla A Na, Smart Street Films, 1972.  (to watch this film, become a  member of your local 
library for free and join Kanopy) 

 Watch Video 
Aboriginal : The Aboriginal Tent Embassy (Mr. Michael Anderson 1972 and 2020) 
Duration: 21:16 
User: n/a - Added: 10/12/20 
 

 Watch Video 
The story of the 1972 Aboriginal Embassy 
Duration: 11:54 
User: n/a - Added: 8/05/11 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqJa6HcJMkk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZ0O5iC_SGc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11pHYbgLQU_VZewWGbp8WlH5txZz1ivjn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11pHYbgLQU_VZewWGbp8WlH5txZz1ivjn/view?usp=sharing
https://time.com/5905168/australia-aboriginal-people-justice/
https://time.com/5905168/australia-aboriginal-people-justice/
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/aboriginal-tent-embassy-established
http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/timeline/histimeline.html
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/equity-and-diversity/cultural_diversity/western_sydney_university_blm_pledge
https://www.3cr.org.au/womenontheline/episode-202201240830/50-years-aboriginal-tent-embassy
https://innerwest.kanopy.com/video/ningla-na
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqJa6HcJMkk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZ0O5iC_SGc
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Module 6: Stigma Power 
 

 
 
People who lack power are often stigmatised in society. Stigmata, in Christian mysticism, 
refer to the bodily marks, scars, or pains corresponding to those of the crucified Jesus Christ. 
However, it is used today to refer to the shame placed on people who are poor, for 
example, who are forced to bear the consequences of structural conditions beyond their 
control, which are turned into a matter of personal responsibility. Think for example of the 
'basics card' whereby the user - a welfare recipient - can only shop at certain outlets for 
certain goods and can easily be singled out by staff and other shoppers as someone who is 
'welfare dependent' and therefore, a 'bludger'. 
 
We will be using the work of UK sociologist, Imogen Tyler whose book Stigma introduces the 
idea of 'stigma power', as a 'governmental technology of division and dehumanisation'. She 
asks how stigma power 'gets under the skin of those it subjugates; how [it] changes the 
ways in which peoples think about themselves and others - corroding compassion, crushing 
hope, weakening social solidarity.' We are lucky to be able to have Imogen in conversation 
with Alana about her work as part of the class! We will focus on how government austerity 
measures which reduce welfare benefits and force those who need them to have more and 
more stringent assessments to get them, can be understood as a central mechanism of 
stigma power. 
 
Essential Readings: 
 
Imogen Tyler (2020) ‘Introduction: Stigma, the Machinery of Inequality’ AND ‘Chapter 4: The 
Stigma Machine of Austerity’, Stigma: The Machinery of Inequality. London: Zed Books. 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14nUgvuJJA4osXEpbVLlFfjjgg4mk5nNs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14nUgvuJJA4osXEpbVLlFfjjgg4mk5nNs/view?usp=sharing
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Additional Reading:  
 
Erving Goffman (1991) ‘Chapter 1: Stigma and Social Identity’, Stigma: Notes on the 
Management of Spoiled Identity. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster. 
 
Bassel, Leah ; Emejulu, Akwugo (2014) ‘Solidarity under Austerity: Intersectionality in France 
and the United Kingdom’, Politics & Gender Vol.10 (1): 130-136. 
 
Greenacre, Luke, Skye Akbar, Julie Brimblecombe, and Emma McMahon. "Income 
Management of Government Payments on Welfare: The Australian Cashless Debit 
Card." Australian Social Work (2020): 1-14.  
 
Shilliam, Robbie (2018) Race and the Undeserving Poor : From Abolition to Brexit. Agenda 
Publishing. 
 
Justin Healey, ed. (2019) Poverty and Inequality in Australia, The Spinney Press. 
 
Resources: 
 
Stigma Project (Imogen Tyler): 
 
The Stigma Machine website 
 
Imogen Tyler and Charlotte Bailey (2019) From Stigma Power to Black Power: A Graphic 
Essay.  
 
Stigma: The Machinery of Inequality (graphic film)  
 
How does stigma contribute to social inequalities? Webinar with Prof Imogen Tyler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ezproxy.uws.edu.au/login?url=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cbibliographic_details%7C4714408?account_id=36155&usage_group_id=68363
http://ezproxy.uws.edu.au/login?url=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cbibliographic_details%7C4714408?account_id=36155&usage_group_id=68363
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13MnF5-dr_1E-r7oLS8uiGEhxC0GJsdHQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13MnF5-dr_1E-r7oLS8uiGEhxC0GJsdHQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13CpQ4mi0fSxSbN68HrDjkPF14MvFtbaD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13CpQ4mi0fSxSbN68HrDjkPF14MvFtbaD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13CpQ4mi0fSxSbN68HrDjkPF14MvFtbaD/view?usp=sharing
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctv5cg8m6
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctv5cg8m6
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=5846446
https://stigmamachine.com/
https://thesociologicalreview.org/documents/4/From_Stigma_Power_to_Black_Power.pdf
https://thesociologicalreview.org/documents/4/From_Stigma_Power_to_Black_Power.pdf
https://stigmamachine.com/2020/04/15/stigma-the-machinery-of-inequality-a-short-animated-film/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27HVFIpJuew
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Module 7: Anti-Poverty Activism (perspective) 
 

 
 

Building on Week 6’s discussion of Stigma Power and austerity, we are joined by anti-
poverty campaigner Kristin O’Connell to discuss how unemployed people in Australia are 
resisting oppressive government policies that keep them in poverty. 
 
Kristin O’Connell is an antipoverty activist living on the Disability Support Pension. She is an 
unemployed worker at The Antipoverty Centre and the Australian Unemployed Workers’ 
Union, which provides peer support, rights information and representation for people in the 
social security system, and campaigns publicly for the rights of everyone who relies on 
income support to live. 
 
Essential Readings: 
 
Kristin O’Connell (2021) ‘Bad and getting worse: why we need an unemployed workers’ 
movement’, Overland 12 May 2021.  
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
The Antipoverty Centre 
Australian Unemployed Workers’ Union  
 
Podcast: 
Poverty is such a lonely word w. Kristin O'Connell, 3 White Guys + Guest podcast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://overland.org.au/2021/05/bad-and-getting-worse-why-we-need-an-unemployed-workers-movement/
https://overland.org.au/2021/05/bad-and-getting-worse-why-we-need-an-unemployed-workers-movement/
https://antipovertycentre.org/
https://unemployedworkersunion.com/
https://player.whooshkaa.com/episode?id=792965
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Video: 
 

 Watch Video 
EVENT: How the media fuels the poverty machine #BTPM 
Duration: 58:13 
User: n/a - Added: 18/11/21 
 
 
Module 8: Gender and Power 

 

 
 

What is the relationship between gender and power? What is the relationship between 
capitalism and gender relations, something feminists refer to as 'social reproduction' - or the 
unseen and unpaid labour often performed by women but which is not acknowledged as 
being fundamental for keeping the economy afloat? How have Black, majority world, and 
Indigenous feminists helped us to make sense of gendered power, especially when white 
women have participated in upholding white male supremacy and so troubling the idea that 
there is a universal 'sisterhood' among women? In what ways have men too been oppressed 
by dominant ideas about gender that force us to conform to the idea of a 'gender binary'? 
Despite what we tend to believe, the idea of the link between gender and sex is introduced 
around the world via colonial power. How are sexual minorities subjugated under hetero-
patriarchy? How have queer and trans people helped unsettle this binary and what form 
does the political backlash against this take? These questions and more will help us make 
sense of why and how gender is socially constructed. Paying attention to Black, socialist and 
Indigenous feminist texts, we will begin to explore the gendered nature of power. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBwvMNpdSSs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBwvMNpdSSs
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Essential Reading: 
 
The Combahee River Collective (1977) ‘The Combahee River Statement’ 
 
Françoise Vergès (2019) ‘Capitalocene, Waste, Race, and Gender’, e-flux, May 2019.  
 
Olufemi, L. (2020). Introduction: Feminist work is justice work. In Feminism, Interrupted: 
Disrupting Power (pp. 1–9). Pluto Press.  
 
Additional Readings:  
 
Selma James (1975) Sex, Race and Class. Pétroleuse Press. 
 
bell hooks (2014) Feminism is for Everybody: Passionate politics. Taylor & Francis Group. 
ProQuest Ebook Central. 
 
Aileen Moreton-Robinson (2021) Talkin' up to the White Woman : Indigenous Women and 
Feminism, University of Minnesota Press, 2021. ProQuest Ebook Central,  
 
Jackie Huggins (2022) Sister Girl: Reflections on Tiddaism, Identity and Reconciliation. St 
Lucia, Qld.: U of Queensland, 1998. Print (library link coming soon) 
 
Lola Olufemi (2019) Feminism, Interrupted Disrupting Power. London: Pluto Press. 
 
Phipps, Alison (2020) Me, Not You: The Trouble with Mainstream Feminism. Manchester 
University Press. 
 
Lewis, Gail (2020) "Once More With My Sistren: Black Feminism and the Challenge of Object 
Use." Feminist Review126.1: 1-18.  
 
Srila Roy  (2012) New South Asian feminisms: Paradoxes and possibilities. London: Zed 
Books. 
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
Leila Hawkins (2022) ‘60 Years of Intersectional Feminism: An Interview with 
Selma James’, Yes! 13 January 2022.  
 
Podcasts: 
 
The Alternative to Woman’s Hour, Surviving Society with Alison Phipps  
 
 
 
 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/combahee-river-collective-statement-1977/
https://www.e-flux.com/journal/100/269165/capitalocene-waste-race-and-gender/
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctvxrpzvs
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctvxrpzvs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10fnpxUYDALRrGP-s_DKj_Y28MmHkRGJY/view?usp=sharing
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=1813118.
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=1813118.
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=6767931
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uwsau/detail.action?docID=6767931
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctvxrpzvs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QL_v41WYMu8yPnC4Q_3VpkS09v6Xvpc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QL_v41WYMu8yPnC4Q_3VpkS09v6Xvpc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzwjJ8GjV2iIDswplt3q358ZY16EkNxT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzwjJ8GjV2iIDswplt3q358ZY16EkNxT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10eg67LCVjoRdB4SuxtM5Cm6zM8_2SCp2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10eg67LCVjoRdB4SuxtM5Cm6zM8_2SCp2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2022/01/13/intersectional-feminism-interview-selma-james
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2022/01/13/intersectional-feminism-interview-selma-james
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754/e058-the-surviving-society-alternative-to-womans-hour-alison-phipps
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Videos: 

 Watch Video 
Françoise Vergès, Lola Olufemi - A Decolonial Feminism | Pluto Live 
Duration: 67:06 
User: n/a - Added: 21/04/21 
 

 Watch Video 
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor: What We Can Learn From the Black Feminists of the Combahee 
River Collective 
Duration: 35:44 
User: n/a - Added: 23/01/18 
  

 Watch Video 
bell hooks - How Do We Define Feminist Liberation? | Eugene Lang College 
Duration: 114:47 
User: n/a - Added: 10/05/14 
 

 Watch Video 
Broadly Speaking: Aileen Moreton-Robinson: 20th Anniversary of Talkin’ Up to the White 
Woman 
Duration: 68:30 
User: n/a - Added: 2/09/20 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE9FR1jfo5U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfaNJ7ktIqA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9l9zqv2wB4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooUCCF4M6mk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE9FR1jfo5U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfaNJ7ktIqA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9l9zqv2wB4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooUCCF4M6mk
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 Watch Video 
DR JACKIE HUGGINS RELEASES A RENEWED EDITION OF HER SEMINAL WORK “SISTER GIRL” 
Duration: 7:39 
User: n/a - Added: 16/01/22 
 
 
Module 9: Gender and Resistance – Queer/ing Palestinian Resistance (perspective) 
 

 
 

This week's perspective builds on our dicussion of gendered power by zooming in on 
movements for queer liberation. We usually tend to associate these movements with 
societies in the Global North where there are still heavy debates about whether same sex 
couples should be allowed to marry, or on the other side, whether wanting to get married is 
a sign of the fact that we are all - gay or straight - conforming to a view of the family that is 
based on heteronormative ideals (e.g. marriage between two people). These debates often 
leave transgender and gender diverse people out. In Australia, queer movements have tried 
to disrupt the dominant view of LGBTQI+ rights as predominantly a matter of equality under 
the law. Movements have tied to draw attention to the Australian state's oppression of 
queer asylum seekers, incarcerated trans people, or Indigenous queer people who face both 
colonialism and queerphobia. In another settler colony, Israel, Palestinian queer people and 
their allies have been pointing out how the government uses tactics of pinkwashing to 
portray Israel as a safe haven for queer people and casting Palestinians as particularly 
homophobic. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAxSRCSLrbc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAxSRCSLrbc
https://newmatilda.com/tag/no-pride-in-detention/
https://newmatilda.com/tag/no-pride-in-detention/
https://junkee.com/trans-incarceration-fund/274193
https://blackrainbow.org.au/
https://bdsmovement.net/pinkwashing
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To discuss this perspective, we will be joined by Dr Lana Tatour to discuss her research on 
how queer Palestinians are resisting Israeli colonialism. Lana Tatour is a Lecturer in 
Development at the School of Social Sciences, UNSW Sydney. She works on settler 
colonialism, indigeneity, race, citizenship, human rights, and the Middle East with a focus on 
Palestine and Israel. Prior to joining the School of Social Sciences, she was a Postdoctoral 
Fellow at the Center for Palestine Studies at Columbia University, and held visiting 
fellowships at the Palestinian-American Research Center, the Australian Human Rights 
Centre, UNSW Faculty of Law and UNSW School of Social Sciences. She is on the board 
of The Australian Journal of Human Rights. She is currently working on her 
manuscript Ambivalent Resistance: Palestinians in Israel and the Liberal Politics of Settler 
Colonialism and Human Rights, and on an edited volume together with Dr Ronit Lentin on 
Race and the Question of Palestine.  
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Gil Z. Hochberg, Haneen Maikey, Rima, Samira Saraya (2010) ‘No Pride in Occupation: A 
Roundtable Discussion’, GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, Volume 16, Number 4, 
2010, pp. 599-610. 
 
Jason Ritchie (2010) ‘How Do You Say "Come Out of the Closet" in Arabic?: Queer Activism 
and the Politics of Visibility in Israel-Palestine’, GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 
Volume 16, Number 4, 2010, pp. 557-576 
 
Additional Readings: 
 
Fahad Ali (2022) ‘'However and Whomever We Choose': Love in Occupied 
Palestine’, Institute for Palestine Studies, 14 February 2022.  
 
Fahad Ali (2014) ‘I am a Palestinian, I am gay’, Honi Soit  
 
Nada Elia (2012) Gay Rights with a Side of Apartheid, Settler Colonial Studies, 2:2, 49-68 
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
 Al-Qaws 
 
Podcasts: 
 
Palestine Remembered – Vale Candy Royalle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/121cNens4kEqtuuMLIbFsWLAJovU_AWNA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121cNens4kEqtuuMLIbFsWLAJovU_AWNA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121cNens4kEqtuuMLIbFsWLAJovU_AWNA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121cNens4kEqtuuMLIbFsWLAJovU_AWNA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11xO-9hEGXP8Cvisno66yp_LEb6ERa7iZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11xO-9hEGXP8Cvisno66yp_LEb6ERa7iZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11xO-9hEGXP8Cvisno66yp_LEb6ERa7iZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1652562
https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1652562
http://honisoit.com/2014/09/i-am-a-palestinian-i-am-gay/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13cMYfeHmsUmnWUFMZQ6-mHLdStmH1-oh/view?usp=sharing
http://alqaws.org/articles
https://www.3cr.org.au/palestine/episode-202106260930/palestine-remembered-vale-candy-royal
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Videos: 
 

 Watch Video 
Candy Royalle 2012 NPPWC Nimbin Poetry 
Duration: 8:32 
User: n/a - Added: 19/08/12 
  

 Watch Video 
Israel's Pinkwashing: Interview With Adam Hajyahia 
Duration: 5:27 
User: n/a - Added: 26/06/21 
 

 Watch Video 
Liberation in Palestine, A Queer Issue - Haneen Maikey 
Duration: 44:17 
User: n/a - Added: 27/12/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbQvghRg5XE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9s4lXQHIMFo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aI4Pp7QYcnE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbQvghRg5XE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9s4lXQHIMFo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aI4Pp7QYcnE
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Module 10: The Punishing State 
 

 
 

What role do prisons play in society, and where does the idea of incarceration come from? 
How is it linked to the modern nation-state? Why have the number of people imprisoned 
risen exponentially across the world in recent years? Although violent crime is on the 
decrease in countries like Australia, we imprison more people than ever before. The 
development of surveillance technologies also allow for people to be disciplined and 
punished outside of formal prisons, in their homes and neighbourhoods. How have 
successive governments made us believe that we need to punish more people in order to be 
safe? Why are certain crimes (i.e non-payment of fines) more likely to be punished than 
others (i.e. fraud)? Using work on the history of prisons, in particular that of the French 
academic Michel Foucault, who wrote about the idea of the panopticon - by which not only 
are we policed by the state, but we also pre-emptively police ourselves and each other - and 
contemporary research by Indigenous scholars about the link between race and 
incarceration, we shall begin to answer these questions.  
 
Essential Readings: 
 
John O’Neill (1986) 'The Disciplinary Society: From Weber to Foucault’, The British Journal 
of Sociology 37(1): 42-60. 
 
Latoya Aroha Rule (2021) ‘After a multitude of preventable deaths and distressing reports 
highlighted across Australia, the US, and the UK that mirror each other, it amplifies the 
question: Why are spit hoods being condoned at all?’, Rolling Stone Australia, 16 April 2021. 
 
George Jackson (1994) ‘Recent Letters and an Autobiography’, Soledad Brother: The Prison 
Letters of George Jackson. AK Press. 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13jKRg6uijrbpmPDL2S1lweKXXyobIcdO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13jKRg6uijrbpmPDL2S1lweKXXyobIcdO/view?usp=sharing
https://au.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/national-ban-spit-hoods-25190/
https://au.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/national-ban-spit-hoods-25190/
https://au.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/national-ban-spit-hoods-25190/
https://au.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/national-ban-spit-hoods-25190/
https://au.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/national-ban-spit-hoods-25190/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13d-_8mnUyeid8o5AfntdllM4ghOWzKgD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13d-_8mnUyeid8o5AfntdllM4ghOWzKgD/view?usp=sharing


Power, Politics & Resistance 2022 
Alana Lentin  

25 

Additional Readings: 
 
Darke, Sacha, and Omar Phoenix Khan. "Coloniality, Just War & Carceral Injustice in 
Brazil." Punishment & Society 23.5 (2021): 723-40.  
 
Loïc Wacquant (2008) 'The Militarization of Urban Marginality: Lessons from the Brazilian 
Metropolis', International Political Sociology, Volume 2, Issue 1, Pages 56–74. 
 
Marchetti, Elena; Bargallie, Debbie (2020) ‘Life as an Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Male Prisoner: Poems of Grief, Trauma, Hope, and Resistance’, Canadian Journal of 
Law and Society; Cambridge Vol. 35, Iss. 3,  (Dec 2020): 499-519. 
 
Porter Amanda (2016) Decolonizing policing: Indigenous patrols, counter-policing and 
safety. Theoretical Criminology. 20(4):548-565.  
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
Deaths Inside, The Guardian 
 
The Sentencing Project  
 
National Justice Project 
 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service 
 
Writings by Indigenous (Darumbal and South Sea Islander) journalist Amy McQuire 
 
Mapping Police Violence 
 
Podcasts: 
 
Curtain: The Podcast 
 
“We Remember The Attempts To Be Free” Joy James on Black August and the Captive 
Maternal', Millennials are Killing Capitalism, 12 August 2021 (Joy james discusses George 
Jackson) 
 
“We Cannot Allow Our Movement To Abandon Them In Prison” - Jalil Muntaqim on Political 
Prisoners, Charging Genocide and Organizing Inside & Out, Millennials are Killing Capitalism, 
9 January 2022 
 
 
 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/14624745211041849
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/14624745211041849
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13e5SV1YVJmfZb_YE5Cc3453JAkbMykgT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13e5SV1YVJmfZb_YE5Cc3453JAkbMykgT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11wemL4Bw97U7gMnJ8ZX3fy0AksSpnDkr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11wemL4Bw97U7gMnJ8ZX3fy0AksSpnDkr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11wemL4Bw97U7gMnJ8ZX3fy0AksSpnDkr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11tXsoUoDrxiToMBAn_3UDHD7Kbts0JLJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11tXsoUoDrxiToMBAn_3UDHD7Kbts0JLJ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/series/deaths-inside
https://www.sentencingproject.org/issues/incarceration/
https://justice.org.au/
https://www.natsils.org.au/about/
https://amymcquire.substack.com/
https://amymcquire.substack.com/
https://curtainthepodcast.wordpress.com/
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-remember-the-attempts-to-be-free-joy-james-on-black-august-and-the-captive-maternal
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-remember-the-attempts-to-be-free-joy-james-on-black-august-and-the-captive-maternal
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-remember-the-attempts-to-be-free-joy-james-on-black-august-and-the-captive-maternal
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-cannot-allow-our-movement-to-abandon-them-in-prison-jalil-muntaqim-on-political-prisoners-charging-genocide-and-organizing-inside-out
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-cannot-allow-our-movement-to-abandon-them-in-prison-jalil-muntaqim-on-political-prisoners-charging-genocide-and-organizing-inside-out
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/we-cannot-allow-our-movement-to-abandon-them-in-prison-jalil-muntaqim-on-political-prisoners-charging-genocide-and-organizing-inside-out
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Videos: 
 

 Watch Video 
George Jackson Speaks! 1971 Prison Interview 
Duration: 48:13 
User: n/a - Added: 23/05/15 
  

 Watch Video 
Wayne Fella Morrison's sister Latoya wants to see spit hoods banned in Australia | The Point 
| NITV 
Duration: 7:36 
User: n/a - Added: 2/06/21 
 

 Watch Video 
ONEFOUR: Australia’s First Drill Rappers | VICE Raps 
Duration: 13:40 
User: n/a - Added: 1/08/19 
 

 Watch Video 
MLS Black Lives Matter Webinar 
Duration: 62:35 
User: n/a - Added: 31/07/20 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8Va-wxoJYQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs8GBUUu81c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoUAyk9Op5Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dugoCP3wgLI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8Va-wxoJYQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs8GBUUu81c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoUAyk9Op5Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dugoCP3wgLI
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Module 11: “Changing Everything” – Abolitionist Perspectives (perspective) 
 

 
 

Activists around the world have been calling for the abolition of police and prisons. The idea 
has become more widespread since the police murder of George Floyd in May 2020 in 
Minnesota in the USA and the global Black Lives Matter protests that followed. Many 
pointed the finger at the police as an inherently violence institution that causes the deaths 
of many poor and negatively racialised people. In Australia, Indigenous deaths in custody 
have increased year-on-year since the Royal Commissions held in 1991 to uncover why this 
is the case. To date, 500 Indigenous people have been recorded as dying in custody since 
then. Abolitionist activists believe that police and prisons cannot be reformed to become 
'less violent'; they must be torn down. But they don’t think that nothing should come in 
their place. rather that the only solution to violence is to create a more just society where 
crime will be less likely because everyone will have what they need. To achieve this, 
abolitionists believe that it is not enough to concentrate in police and prisons alone; we 
need to change everything from the ground up. While this may seem an impossible 
objective, abolitionists say that every movement for mass social change started with a 
utopian ideal. The fact that it is hard to do doesn't mean it isn't worth trying! 
 
For our perspective this week we will be joined by abolitionist activist Tabitha Lean for a 
practical workshop on abolition strategies. Tabitha Lean is a Gunditjmara woman, born and 
raised on Kaurna yerta. A story teller, poet, artist and abolition activist, she is blessed to 
have her mother's stories and the blood of all the women before her coursing through her 
veins. It is in their honour, that she centres their unique knowledges, and privileges their 
voice in all her work. You can find her writings at The Revolution Ware. Twitter: 
@haveachattabs. 
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Mariame Kaba (2021) ‘Hope is a Discipline: an interview with Kim Wilson and Brian 
Sonenstein’, We Do This Till We Free Us. New York: Haymarket Books; pp. 26-29. 
 
Lola Olufemi (2019) ‘Chapter 8: The Answer to Sexual Violence is Not More 
Prisons’, Feminism, Interrupted Disrupting Power. London: Pluto Press. 
 

https://www.therevolutionware.com/published-work
https://towardfreedom.org/story/archives/activism/hope-is-a-discipline/
https://towardfreedom.org/story/archives/activism/hope-is-a-discipline/
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctvxrpzvs.12?refreqid=excelsior%3A7bf93719bf24b40152e9eb866c96faf6&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/stable/j.ctvxrpzvs.12?refreqid=excelsior%3A7bf93719bf24b40152e9eb866c96faf6&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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Additional Reading: 
 
Angela Davis and Dylan Rodriguez (2000). The Challenge of Prison Abolition: A 
Conversation. Social Justice, 27(3 (81)), 212–218.  
 
Davis, Angela Y. Are Prisons Obsolete? 2003. Print. Open Media Book. 
 
Rachel Kushner (2019) ‘Is Prison Necessary? Ruth Wilson Gilmore Might Change Your 
Mind’, The New York Times, 17 April 2019 
 
Tabitha Lean (2021) ‘Why I am an Abolitionist’ Overland 8 June 2021.  
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
Abolitionist Futures reading list. 
 
Mariame Kaba 
 
Sisters Inside 
 
Podcasts: 
 
Ruth Wilson Gilmore on Abolition  
 
Videos: 

 Watch Video 
Police Abolition Made Easy 
Duration: 5:40 
User: n/a - Added: 19/04/21 
 

 Watch Video 
Abolition on Indigenous land: alternative futures and criminology’s role 
Duration: 109:53 
User: n/a - Added: 31/03/21 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVBoiPU69Bg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peA6_WdIbtE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k5sYhiOuxdS3pMncT2iQHLNEIHMQVkR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k5sYhiOuxdS3pMncT2iQHLNEIHMQVkR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13mvhRfWXNyyEyqAz2mqj6LoK523_NJR2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://overland.org.au/2021/06/why-i-am-an-abolitionist/
https://abolitionistfutures.com/full-reading-list
http://mariamekaba.com/
https://www.sistersinside.com.au/
https://theintercept.com/2020/06/10/ruth-wilson-gilmore-makes-the-case-for-abolition/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVBoiPU69Bg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peA6_WdIbtE
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 Watch Video 
Tabitha Lean: Imagining Abolition 
Duration: 47:17 
User: n/a - Added: 29/09/21 
 

 Watch Video 
Angela Davis: Abolishing police is not just about dismantling. It's also about building up 
Duration: 6:34 
User: n/a - Added: 13/06/20 
 
 
Module 12: Conspiracy Theory and the Far Right 
 

 
 

Conspiracy theories have always been around, but they have taken off like never before in 
the midst of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Building on and integrating recent conspiratorial 
movements like Q-Anon, ordinary people have been led to believe that Covid is a hoax 
and/or that the Covid vaccine implants a chip in us for the government to track us and take 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XA2SU86RoY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ebWFnGWOaA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XA2SU86RoY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ebWFnGWOaA
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away our freedoms. We have seen mass protest around the world, including in Australian 
against Covid measures that often mobilise conspiracy theories to galvanise people. As the 
late Mark Fisher wrote, 'Many of what we call "conspiracies" are the ruling class showing 
class solidarity.' So how to we disentangle healthy mistrust in government and elites from 
the spread of misinformation that risks fuelling violence, as was seen in the January 6 siege 
of the Capitol in Washington in 2021? In particular, what is the origin of many contemporary 
conspiracy theories in racist ideas, in particular antisemitism (for example the popular idea 
found on both the right and the left that a shady Jewish cabal rules the world via its control 
over finance)? How have these ideas which have along history seeped into contemporary 
sub-cultures, in particular wellness culture? What is the conduit from these sub-cultures to 
the mounting far-right wing in Australia? 
 
To answer these questions we will be joined by Cam Smith. Cam Smith has been monitoring 
far-Right & conspiracist movements in Australia & New Zealand since 2004, as an activist 
with groups like FightDemBack, as a freelance journalist, and as a community broadcaster 
on Melbourne's 3CR. 
 
Essential Reading: 
 
Daniel Baldino & Kosta Lucas (2019) ‘Anti-government rage: understanding, identifying and 
responding to the sovereign citizen movement in Australia’, Journal of Policing, Intelligence 
and Counter Terrorism, 14:3, 245-261. 
 
Nicolas Guilhot (2921) ‘Bad Information’, Boston Review, 23 August 2021.  
 
Additional Readings: 
 
Stephanie Alice Baker (2022) ‘Alt. Health Influencers: how wellness culture and web culture 
have been weaponised to promote conspiracy theories and far-right extremism during the 
COVID-19 pandemic’, European Journal of Cultural Studies Vol. 25(1) 3–24. 
 
Marcus Gilroy-Ware (2020) ‘Chapter 6: Digital Distortions’, After the Fact: The truth about 
fake news. Repeater books  
 
Evan Smith (2022) ‘How the Left Stopped Fascists From Organizing in Australia’, Jacobin 17 
February 2022.  
 
Nazis Next Door, The Age series 
 
Resources: 
 
Websites: 
 
The Conversation - articles on Q-Anon 
 
The Conversation - articles on far-right extremism 
 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/exiting-vampire-castle/
https://www.3cr.org.au/yeahnahpasaran
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cOvs7PgtqZcIf69s58FYePoLDaAhYvM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cOvs7PgtqZcIf69s58FYePoLDaAhYvM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cOvs7PgtqZcIf69s58FYePoLDaAhYvM/view?usp=sharing
https://bostonreview.net/articles/bad-information/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10btryYGJfhjq8t4c9zQMFWk1JELIFZCB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10btryYGJfhjq8t4c9zQMFWk1JELIFZCB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10btryYGJfhjq8t4c9zQMFWk1JELIFZCB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14orpaRv5k4HIfyf4rJnVChXwA4Uvunuz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14orpaRv5k4HIfyf4rJnVChXwA4Uvunuz/view?usp=sharing
https://jacobinmag.com/2022/02/far-right-anti-fascism-one-nation-pauline-hanson/
https://jacobinmag.com/2022/02/far-right-anti-fascism-one-nation-pauline-hanson/
https://www.theage.com.au/nazis-next-door
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cOvs7PgtqZcIf69s58FYePoLDaAhYvM/view?usp=sharing
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/far-right-extremism-61697
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Slack Bastard, antifacist research 
 
Podcasts: 
 
Matthew Remski on Conspirituality, Yeah Nah Pasaran podcast  
 
Annit Kelly on Conspiracy Mums, Yeah Nah Pasaran podcast  
 
Conspiracy games and Countergames  
 
Videos: 
 

 Watch Video 
Conspiracy theories: Who are the people who believe them? | COVID-19 Special 
Duration: 12:04 
User: n/a - Added: 9/01/21 
 

 Watch Video 
🇺🇺🇺🇺 What makes people believe in conspiracy theories? | The Stream 
Duration: 25:41 
User: n/a - Added: 18/01/21 
  

 Watch Video 
Conspiracy to Massacre: Anti-Semitism in America | Fault Lines 
Duration: 25:24 
User: n/a - Added: 11/06/20 
 

+++ 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jhkouVkFb0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQUOwZ7Cea4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCENnSAT4ns
https://slackbastard.anarchobase.com/
https://www.3cr.org.au/yeahnahpasaran/episode-202010291630/matthew-remski-conspirituality
https://www.3cr.org.au/yeahnahpasaran/episode-202010081630/annie-kelly-conspiracy-mums
https://conspiracy.games/#podcast
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jhkouVkFb0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQUOwZ7Cea4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCENnSAT4ns
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General Resources 
 
These resources will be useful for the whole subject.  
 
Key terms for sociology students 
You Kant Say That podcast 
Surviving Society podcast: 
Connected Sociologies 
Libcom 
Millennials are Killing Capitalism podcast 
The Black Myths Podcast 
Al-Jazeera documentaries 
A Pause in the Storm (video discussions on relevant topics) 
Women on the Line podcast 
Decolonising Geography 
Politics, Theory, Other 
The Trojan Horse Affair Podcast  
The Malcolm Effect podcast 
The People's Forum 
The World Transformed 
Last Dope Intellectual 
 

+++ 
 
Assessments 
 
Assessment 1: Critical Discussion paper  
 
Visit the Unsettled exhibition website and tour the virtual exhibition. Read the Curators' 
notes and the articles by Gurminder Bhambra and Nathan Sentance from the reading list. 
Listen to the interview with Jairo I. Funez (See Week 3 lecture).  
 
Marking: The assessment is worth 20% of the overall grade for the Subject. Each question is 
worth 5%. 
 
Answer the following 4 questions: 
1. Please describe the exhibition. What is the timeline that it traces? (5%) 
2. List three things you learned from the exhibition. Why do you think you did not know 
about them before? Or if you did know about them before, tell us where you learned about 
them (5%) 
3. Using the lecture and Part II of Bhambra's text on 'decoloniality', how does the exhibition 
draw attention to the 'colonially of power'? (5%) 
4. There is a contest over how to tell the history of this continent? What are the broad 
dimensions of the 'debate' over decolonising our knowledge of history? What are the future 
implications of this conflict? (5%) 
 
Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12.  

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/key-terms-for-those-starting-a-new-sociology-course/id1507196347?i=1000535478819
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/you-kant-say-that/id1473195848
https://soundcloud.com/user-622675754
https://www.connectedsociologies.org/about/
https://libcom.org/
https://millennialsarekillingcapitalism.libsyn.com/
https://blackmyths.libsyn.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/featured-documentaries
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/378-a-pause-in-the-storm-with-gargi-bhattacharyya
https://player.fm/series/women-on-the-line-2421307
https://player.fm/series/women-on-the-line-2421307
https://soundcloud.com/poltheoryother
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/podcasts/trojan-horse-affair.html
https://kultural.podbean.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiS-lIVQZ-F8G_q80sfl3OA
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheWorldTransformed
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCwdHSJee_Ee9YB2C23fx7g
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Qh2m-_3moErdB6qF144Y4fD84jzXMzj/view?usp=sharing
https://sydneyreviewofbooks.com/review/natalie-harkin-archival-poetics/
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Referencing: No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference 
list). 
 
 Marking Criteria: 

 

 
 
Assessment 2: Film Review 
 
Watch the feature film ’I, Daniel Blake’ by Ken Loach (NB. We will be discussing this film 
during the Week 6 tutorials, so make sure to watch the film beforehand). 
Read the Introduction and Chapter 4 of Stigma by Imogen Tyler. Re-watch the lectures of 
Weeks 6 & 7. 
 
Marking: The assessment is worth 20% of the overall grade for the Subject. Each question is 
worth 5%. The word limit is indicative so no need to worry about being a little over. You will 
receive your marks 2 weeks after the submission deadline. 
 
Answer the following 4 questions: 
1. Discuss the film’s main plot lines. We will discuss this in Week 6’s tutorials but you may 
have other ideas. (5%) 
2. The film describes the effects of austerity measures brought in by the UK government on 
ordinary people. Describe two of these effects as portrayed in the film (5%) 
3. Using Tyler’s texts as well as the lecture for your analysis, how does the notion of Stigma 
help us to interpret the experience on display on film? (5%) 
4. Thinking about our discussion in Week 7, what similarities are there between the film (set 
in the UK) and the contemporary situation facing people living on income support in 
Australia? (5%) 

https://www.scribbr.com/apa-citation-generator/
https://search-informit-org.ezproxy.uws.edu.au/doi/10.3316/edutv.2414262
https://west-sydney-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UWS-ALMA51298807110001571&context=L&vid=UWS-ALMA&lang=en_US&search_scope=default_scope&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,stigma%20tyler&sortby=rank&pcAvailability=false
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Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12. Referencing: 
No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list) 
 
Marking criteria: 
 

 
 
Assessment 3: Photo Essay Preparation 
 
Build a plan for your final assessment - the photo essay. Use the template on page 37 to 
create your plan. 
 
This plan will help you by giving you feedback and help you to structure your work. 
 
Prepare: Use the examples and how-tos on photo essays in the resources section below.. 
Choose one of the following subjects for your Photo essay (these have all been discussed 
during the semester): 

• Black resistance 
• Indigenous resistance 
• Decolonising knowledge 
• Workers’ movements 
• Prison abolitionism 
• Feminism 
• Anti-Poverty 
• Palestine liberation 
• LGBTQI+ resistance 

 
Choose 10 photos to illustrate your essay. These must be fully referenced (see this guide). 

https://www.scribbr.com/%20apa-examples/image/
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Choose at least 5 references (APA) to accompany your essay. These can be academic 
references and/or relevant websites. Use this referencing template. 
 
Marking: This exercise is worth 10% of the overall mark (see template for break-down). You 
will receive your marks by the start of Week 12. Do not worry about the word limit! There is 
no rubric for this exercise. 
NB: For general great advice on essay writing check out William Scates Frances'  Minimanual 
of Essay Writing 
  

https://www.scribbr.com/apa-citation-generator/
https://vuws.westernsydney.edu.au/bbcswebdav/pid-7861135-dt-content-rid-52910795_1/xid-52910795_1
https://vuws.westernsydney.edu.au/bbcswebdav/pid-7861135-dt-content-rid-52910795_1/xid-52910795_1


PHOTO ESSAY PLAN 
TITLE:

Name:
Tutor:
Tutorial:

Introduction Approach Framing Body Conclusion

Set out your topic and 
why you've chosen it 

What texts will you use 
to support your arguments?

How will you evaluate 
your topic?

Indicative list of photos 
or use more pages and include

some examples! 

Lessons? 

Politics, Power & Resistance Assessment 3
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Assessment 4: Photo Essay 
 
Using your photo essay plan, and the feedback you received on it, create a photo essay on a 
resistance movement of your choice from the following list: 

• Black resistance 
• Indigenous resistance 
• Decolonising knowledge 
• Workers’ movements 
• Prison abolitionism 
• Feminism 
• Anti-Poverty 
• Palestine liberation 
• LGBTQI+ resistance 

 
Use the photo essay plan template as a basis for your essay. 
 
Marks: The total mark is worth 50% of the total grade for the Subject but will be marked out 
of 100%. 
 
Your essay must follow the following structure with each section attached to a mark. 

• Title: Develop a title for your essay that best encapsulates your specific topic (e.g. 
you have chosen Indigenous resistance but you are specifically focusing on the the 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy and you will argue that it has been a success because it is a 
constant reminder of the fact that these lands are colonised). (5%) 

• Introduction: This section should set out your topic and explain why you have chosen 
it. (10%) 

• Approach: In this section you should set out how you will be evaluating your chosen 
case study. Do you think it has been successful or not? Or do you think it helps us to 
think about important historical events? Or maybe this is about something very 
contemporary, happening in the here-and-now that you want to bring to light. This 
paragraph should tell us what YOU will uniquely show in your essay. (15%) 

• Framing section: This section will set out the literature you have drawn on for your 
essay (academic and/or other sources such as blog posts or websites of relevant 
organisations). How do these references help you to construct the approach you 
outline in Section 3? (25%) 

• Body: This section will tell the story of the topic you have chosen. You will use 10 
photographs. These can be sourced from the Internet (but must be fully referenced 
using this tool). Each photo must be accompanied by a short paragraph explaining its 
relevance. This section must build a story; it is not just a random collection of 
photos; each one builds on the next to tell a full story (40%) 

• Conclusion: What can we learn from this story? What have you learned? (5%) 
 
Formatting: Text must be typed, double space, Times New Roman font size 12. Referencing: 
No footnotes. Use APA style (you can use this tool to create your reference list). 
 
Marking criteria: 



Power, Politics & Resistance 2022 
Alana Lentin  

38 

 

 
 
 




